
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 5, 2016 

MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

RICHARD T FLICKINGER MUNICIPAL CENTER 

 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL  60053 
 

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the 

Appearance Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Zimmer, who led the 

assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Zoning Administrator Argumedo called the roll.  In 

attendance were: 
 

Members of the Commission Present:  

B. Zimmer (Chairperson) 

R. Block 

P. Minx 

M. Ingram 

D. Manno  

D. Hedrick 
 

Members of the Commission absent:   

None 
 

Village Staff Present:  

   N. Radzevich, Director of Community and Economic Development 

D. Argumedo, Zoning Administrator/Land Use Planner/Staff Liaison 

   J. Thill, Trustee/Commission Liaison 

   R. Minx, Trustee 
     

Chp Zimmer now announced the first order of business which was the approval of the minutes of the 

November 7, 2016 meeting.   
 

Cmsr Minx moved to approve the November 7, 2016 minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded 

by Cmsr Block.  Zoning Administrator Argumedo called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 
 

Ingram Aye  Minx Aye 

Hedrick Aye  Block Aye 

   Manno Aye 
 

Chp Zimmer moved on to the next agenda item, Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-10, DDCA 

Architects, 6415 Dempster Street, Requesting an Appearance Certificate for a new restaurant 

“Moretti’s”.  

Mark Hoffman, owner of the proposed Moretti’s, was present and spoke on behalf of the project.  
 

Mr. Hoffman described the proposed project. He passed out color renderings which had been included 

in the packet. He also referenced a previous built Moretti’s in Hoffman Estates, and showed close up 

of the materials which would be a template for the completed restaurant in Morton Grove. He then 

passed out color samples and examples of the materials to be used in the completed project.  Along 

with emphasis in aesthetics, emphasis was on maintenance free materials. As an example he noted the 

materials on the metal roof should last 40 years.  
 

Cmsr Ingram asked about an accent color on the north elevation wood fascia. Mr. Hoffman confirmed 

that the accent color would be near forest green.  
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Cmsr Block inquired how the building process is coming along. Mr. Hoffman confirmed the process 

was coming along well, and to get as much done this year as weather allowed. He noted that the 

Morton Grove staff has been great to work with and that nothing has been held up due to the Village.  

 

Chairperson Zimmer then inquired about the submitted site plan. He noted that a final landscaping 

plan was submitted. Mr. Hoffman noted the final landscaping plan will comply with all Village 

regulations and that he wants this to be an example of his organization. Chairperson Zimmer inquired 

as to the height of the berm a the back, it was confirmed to be 4 ft. – 5 ft. John Swierk, project 

architect with DDCA, confirmed the height would be such.  Mr. Hoffman emphasized it is in Moretti’s 

interest to be accommodating to the surrounding residential properties as he hopes they will be some 

of his best customers.    

 

Chairperson Zimmer asked if the landscaping on the site will be irrigated, Mr. Hoffman confirmed that 

it would be irrigated from an underground system due to a large holding tank.   

 

Genni Robbie, 300 Narragansett , Mark Hoffman emphasized his restaurant will be part of the 

community and seeks to work with local neighbors to be a courteous part of the neighborhood.  

 

Cmsr Block moved to approve Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-10, DDCA Architects, 6415 

Dempser Street, as presented.   The motion was seconded by Cmsr Manno.   
 

Zoning Administrator Argumedo called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 
 

Ingram Aye  Minx Aye 

Hedrick  Aye  Block Aye 

   Manno Aye 
 

Chp Zimmer moved on to the next agenda item, Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-11, Monroe 

Court Venture, 6123-6127 Monroe Court, Requesting an Appearance Certificate for a new 

facade.  

Howard Wedren, Principal of Dayton Street Partners which owns 6123-6127 Monroe Court, was 

present and spoke on behalf of the project. 
 

Mr. Wedren described the proposed project. The site was built in the 1960’s and is a 206,000 sq. ft. 

distribution center that was built by Mr. Edler. His company’s specialty is to distribution centers, both 

from the ground up and taking over existing facilities such as this one and making facility upgrades as 

is planned. Plan is to strip/remove the existing castle like features of the building and repaint and 

smooth out the outer façade, along with parking lot upgrades and interior lighting. 

 

Chairperson Zimmer noted that he felt it would be a big improvement, which other commissioners 

agreed with.   
 

Cmsr Ingram moved to approve Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-11, Monroe Court Venture, 

6123-6127 Monroe Court, as presented.   The motion was seconded by Cmsr Hedrick.   
 

Zoning Administrator Argumedo called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 
 

Ingram Aye  Minx Aye 

Hedrick  Aye  Block Aye 

   Manno Aye 
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Chp Zimmer moved on to the next agenda item, Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-12, Jose 

Garcia, 8930 Waukegan Road, Requesting Waivers for a Monument Sign.  

Jerry Haley, Business Development Officer for the Northwest Community Credit Union, was present 

and spoke on behalf of the project along with Randy Barone of RB Signs.  

 

Mr. Haley described the proposed project. The credit union has been in the community for many years 

and at the current location for five years. The one drawback of the location is lack of signage for 

north/south traffic along Waukegan. They noticed they did not attract many members from the local 

Morton Grove community and feel that new signage would help in part.  

 

Chairperson Zimmer inquired about what messages would be on the LED portion of the proposed 

sign. Mr. Haley confirmed it would be time/temperature and about product. Mr. Argumedo confirmed 

that the applicant has received the code requirements for electronic signs and has written in his 

application that they will abide by them.  

 

Chairperson Zimmer continued that the applicant is, per the code entitled to two monument signs, 

where the applicant has chosen to request one with the total signage that would cover two monument 

signs. Chairperson Zimmer noted that would be fine in perpetuity, however, if the applicant was to 

come back before the commission and request a second sign, they Commission would look upon that 

request with skepticism and scrutiny. The applicant noted they understood those concerns and did not 

expect the need to request a second sign.  

 

Chairperson Zimmer finally inquired about landscaping around the base of the proposed sign. The 

applicant agreed that could be accommodated.  

 

Cmsr Minx moved to approve Appearance Certificate Case AC 16-12, Northwest Community 

Credit Union, 8930 Waukegan Road, as presented with the condition there will be additional 

landscaping at the bottom of the sign.   The motion was seconded by Cmsr Hedrick.   
 

Zoning Administrator Argumedo called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 
 

Ingram Aye  Minx Aye 

Hedrick  Aye  Block Aye 

   Manno Aye 

 

Chp Zimmer moved on to the next agenda item, Other Business/Public Comment.  

 

 Chairperson Zimmer discussed proposed meeting dates for 2017. Zoning Administrator Argumedo 

noted two Wednesdays on the calendar for January and September. Commissioner Block noted the 

proposed date of July 3rd and noted it was during Morton Grove days. The meeting was moved to July 

12. The dates were accepted by the Commission.  
 

****************** 

ADJOURNMENT:  
 

There being no further business, Commissioner Block moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Minx and approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:30 pm.  

 

 
Minutes by: Zoning Administrator Argumedo 
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 Minutes were approved on   

January 4, 2017 by a voice vote of the 

Commissioners, with the votes as follows: 

Ingram Aye  Minx Aye 

Hedrick Aye  Block Aye 

   Manno Aye 


