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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 1, 2022 
MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

MORTON GROVE VILLAGE HALL, 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 
 
Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the Appearance 
Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson John Pietron. Acting secretary Zoe Heidorn called the 
roll.  
 
Commissioners Present:   Pietron, Block, Ingram, Manno, Minx, Zimmer 
 
Commissioners Absent:   Hedrick  
 
Village Staff Present:                      Zoe Heidorn, Community Development Administrator 
Trustees Present: Minx, Thill, and Travis 
 
Chairperson Pietron proceeded to seek approval of the June 6, 2022, minutes.  
 
Board Member Block moved to approve the minutes of June 6, 2022. Board Member Manno seconded the motion. 
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner  Block voting  aye 
Commissioner  Ingram voting abstain 
Commissioner  Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner  Minx voting  aye 
Commissioner  Zimmer voting  aye 
Chairperson  Pietron voting  aye 
 
Minutes approved. 
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the case. 
 
CASE:   AC 22-09 
 
APPLICANT:  Kid’s Academy 
  9233 Shermer Road 
  Morton Grove, Il 60053 
 
LOCATION:  9233 Shermer Road 
 Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 
 
PETITION:  Waivers to select sign requirements (Chapter 10-10) 
 
Zoe Heidorn, Community Development Administrator, provided the following introduction: In the case of AC 22-09, 
Kids Academy Early Learning Center is requesting the Appearance Commission’s approval of select waivers to 
authorize the replacement of two existing two-sided pylon sign panels with nonconforming setbacks, one located 
along Harlem Avenue and one along Shermer Road. As a noncommercial property in an R-1 Single Family 
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Residence District, the lot is limited to a total of two monument or pylon signs. With four existing monument and pylon 
signs, the applicant is also requesting a waiver to the maximum quantity of signs on the property. Kids Academy and 
St. Luke’s Christian Community Church currently operate as separate entities on the property and rely on two signs 
per occupant, one along each primary street frontage. Staff has no objections to the request but, as a condition of 
approval, recommends that landscaping a minimum of 2 feet in depth is planted around the signs’ bases, subject to 
final review and approval by staff.  

Chairman Pietron asked if the applicant had anything to add to staff’s summary of the request.  

Kellie Andersen, Director of Kids Academy Early Learning Center, said they were updating the center’s signage and 
refreshing the exterior of the property. She reiterated that this is a replacement of two existing signs along Harlem 
and Shermer. She explained that Center’s staff was unaware that the signs had probably been installed without a 
permit a long time ago. She said the new signs would be an improvement over the existing signs.  

Chairman Pietron noted that the signs need landscape planting beds and asked if Ms. Andersen would be willing to 
comply with the landscape bed requirement.  
 
Ms. Andersen said they will happily comply with the requirement for landscape beds around the base of each sign.  
 
Chairman Pietron noted that these beds need to be a minimum of two feet in depth.    
 
Commissioner Block then moved to approve the request, including all recommendations provided in the updated 
Staff Report, dated 6/25/22. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Manno.  
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Block voting  aye 
Commissioner Ingram voting  aye 
Commissioner Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner Minx voting    aye 
Commissioner Zimmer voting  aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting    aye 
 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 CASE:   AC 22-10 
 
APPLICANT:  Village of Morton Grove 
  6101 Capulina Avenue 
  Morton Grove, Il 60053 
 
LOCATION:  8501 Lehigh Avenue 
 Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 
 
PETITION:  Request for an Appearance Certificate for site, building, and landscape plans with association 

waivers for a new Metra station (Public Service Use) proposed under an Application for Special 
Use (PC 22-11) 
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Zoe Heidorn, Community Development Administrator, provided the following introduction: In the case of AC 22-10, 
the Village of Morton Grove is requesting the Appearance Commission’s approval of site, building, and landscape 
plans proposed under a Special Use Permit Application for the construction of a new Morton Grove Metra station. 
The subject property at 8501 Lehigh measures just over one acre and is currently improved with an existing station 
that was constructed in the 1970s and last updated in the 1980s. In 2021, the Village issued an RFQ for architectural 
and engineering services to support a renovation or reconstruction of the station. The project was awarded to RM 
Swanson Architects, and principal architect Rick Swanson will be providing a brief presentation of the proposed 
design. After considerable review, staff is proposing a relocation of the station to improve site access, circulation, and 
visibility. Metra engineers have indicated that they support relocation. The existing vehicular accessway at Lehigh 
Avenue will be removed and the parking lot will be reconfigured to provide safer and more efficient internal 
circulation. The proposed 1,300-square-foot station has been designed in a Craftsman style with gabled roofs, 
overhanging eaves, tapered columns, exposed rafters, and natural building materials. Because the site plan is 
subject to minor changes due to input from Metra, staff is requesting a waiver to all landscaping requirements to 
allow full flexibility in the final design, which will receive considerable future input from Metra.  
 
Mr. Swanson said his firm is very pleased to be chosen for the design of the new station. He has experience working 
with Metra in designing the station for Libertyville, which was nearly identical to Morton Grove’s station. 
 
Mr. Swanson explained that the station is moving north on the site and will comply with all of Metra’s most current 
design standards. The site plan will also align with the new development across Lehigh Avenue. The new site 
contains a “kiss and ride” area, landscaped tree islands, covered bike parking, and a flagpole feature. The existing 
station will remain in use until the new one is completed. 
 
Mr. Swanson noted that the proposed station will have the same general footprint as the existing, except that an 
expanded foyer area will include an after-hours waiting room. Added amenities will include covered outdoor areas, a 
restroom, and a retail area with an exterior walk-up window. The facade materials will be sustainable and include 
Hardie board, DaVinci shake roof shingles, rosewood brick veneer, Ashlar limestone, and fiberglass columns. The 
building has been designed in the Craftsman style, a traditional American architectural style that is fitting with Morton 
Grove’s character. Decorative elements will include a clocktower and Prairie style window, which will be backlit. An 
arbor on the front facade will support live vegetation. 
 
Mr. Swanson presented examples of the facade materials, including Saybrook Sage siding, Cloud White trim, and 
Brick Red window frames. The rosewood brick is the same brick used in Wrigley Field. A granite base will surround 
the building’s perimeter and help protect the structure against salt, water, and user damage.  
 
Mr. Swanson thanked the Commission and asked for questions. 
 
Commissioner Zimmer congratulated the architect and staff. He noted this project serves as the exclamation point to 
other developments in the surrounding area.  
 
Commissioner Block asked for the number of parking stalls proposed on the site.   
 
Mr. Swanson responded that there are currently 99 spaces, but that 103 spaces are proposed. They are making the 
parking area more efficient and removing an excess of accessible spaces.  
 
Chairperson Pietron asked to see the final landscape and elevations after Metra’s approval. 
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Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Zimmer moved to approve the request, including all recommendations provided in the Staff Report, 
dated 6/25/22. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Minx.  
 
Commissioner Block voting  aye 
Commissioner Ingram voting  aye 
Commissioner Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner Minx voting    aye 
Commissioner Zimmer voting  aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting    aye 
 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Chairperson Pietron asked for any other business or discussion. Hearing none, Commissioner Minx moved to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Manno. 
 
The motion to adjourn the meeting was approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:25 p.m. 

______________________ 
Minutes by: Zoe Heidorn 

 


