
   MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 08, 2022 

MEETING OF THE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON AGING 

American Legion Memorial Civic Center 

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 

 

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the Advisory 

Commission on Aging was called to order at 1:09 p.m. by Assistant to the Village Administrator Tom Friel who 

led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

The roll was called. In attendance were: 

 

Members of Commission Present: Marilyn Sneider (arrived at 1:12), Lea Beaubien, Hope Hornstien, 

Josephine Meehan, Agnes Quinn, Nancy Lanning, Eileen Scanlon-

Harford, Village Clerk 

 

Members Absent:   Jeff Wait, MG Park District  

 

 

Village/Staff: Thomas J. Friel, Assistant to the Village Administrator   

Ovie Salgado, V of MG  

Liz Schild, MG Social Worker  

 

Absent:      

Melissa Mayberry, MGPL  

  

Visitors Present:   None 

 

A quorum was present. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the July 12, 2022, September 9, 2022 and October 10, 2022 minutes were reviewed and 

Clerk Scanlon-Harford moved for approval including a correction to the July 12, 2022 minutes. 

Commissioner Meehan seconded. A voice vote was unanimous. 

 

Old Business 

AARP – Friendly Voice Program   

Ovie Salgado had no specific update. He reiterated that AARP will be asked to provide a short 

presentation to the attendees at an upcoming Senior Luncheon (Jan or Feb of 2023).  

 

Commissioner Sneider asked for the floor and commended the Village Clerk for successfully bringing 

back Early Voting to Morton Grove.  The Clerk followed with a brief explanation and other members of 

the commission echoed Commissioner Sneider’s thanks.  

 

Older Adult Transportation  

Since some Commission members were absent in October, MG Social Worker Liz Arnold briefed the 

Commission with a brief synopsis of the Senior “ride-share” program. Liz explained the funding is available 

through AARP and offered to limited communities as a “pilot program”. She explained the nature of ride 

sharing through private vendor; Lyft. The participant can schedule rides to/from medical appointments, drug 

store visits or grocery shopping by registering in the program and calling the MG Civic Center. The 

participant’s name and information will be input into a computer reservation system by Village personnel. 

Reservations must be made at least 24 hours in advance. 
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This is a pilot program with limited funding however, based upon the response, there may be additional funds 

available in the future. There is currently a similar pilot program available in Skokie. 

Liz stated that MG has been approved by SafeLight for the grant through the end of the year. Final 

administrative functions are pending and marketing efforts include a Village postcard and the Village 

website.  $3,800 of funding is available until funding is exhausted.  

Commissioner Lanning asked for clarification regarding the driver’s liability insurance. Liz explained 

how Lyft insurance applies. Commissioner Hornstien asked if she could provide information through her 

Homestead newsletter. The commission & Liz was in favor of the Commissioner’s offer and suggested 

that Commissioner Hornstien delay her newsletter information until after the Thanksgiving holiday. Liz 

responded to other questions from the Commission. Other general discussion ensued. Liz indicated that 

she would research any unanswered questions and refresh the Commission at the December meeting. 

 

New Business 

MG Senior Programming 

Ovie Salgado reported attendance for October was 511 people.  63 seniors attended the November Senior 

Luncheon on 11/04/22. He provided a summary of other programs for October. OS reminded the Commission 

of the Toys for Tots concert at the CC on December 8.  

 

Village Postcard 

TF briefed the commission regarding the upcoming Village postcard content including information about the 

Seniors Matter Ride Share Program. The next Village newsletter is targeted for January 2023.  

 

Chicago’s Christmas Tree 

TF briefed the group regarding the recent harvesting of a Morton Grove Colorado Spruce tree for use as 

Chicago’s 2022 Christmas tree in Millennium Park. The tree was located on private property and was donated 

by the owner. Significant local press coverage occurred. 

 

Commissioner Reports 

Commissioner Quinn had no specific report. 

 

Commissioner Beaubien expressed concern regarding the uneven floor in the 2nd floor hallway of the Civic 

Center. OS stated that it would be reported to the Village’s building maintenance personnel. 

 

Commissioner Meehan asked for clarification of the application process for the Senior Ride Share Program. Liz 

Schild responded. 

 

Commissioner Hornstien reported that her residence (The Homestead) was recently acquired by a new 

company. “Transforming Age” will acquire the property on December 1, 2022. No large changes are expected. 

The Commissioner also reminded the group to expect significant construction in the “Lehigh corridor” in 2023. 

The train station is expected to be remodeled. She also reminded the group that the Homestead also offers 

limited affordable housing subsidized by HUD.  

 

Commissioner Sneider reiterated her gratitude for early voting opportunities and complimented Clerk Scanlon-

Harford for her efforts.  

 

Commissioner Lanning brought the group’s attention to the efforts of the local election judges and 

complimented their efforts. Members of the commission agreed with her comments. In addition, she shared her 

recent experience in touring a senior assisted living facility in Arlington Heights. Her review was very positive. 

Commissioner Hornstien agreed that many Morton Grove seniors want to remain in their “hometown” and 

remain connected to friends, family and other amenities. The group shared their anecdotes and agreement.  
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Clerk Scanlon-Harford commented that the early voting opportunity also included voter registration for those in 

need. She reported that she recently delivered remarks at a Verterans Day memorial ceremony. In addition, she 

remined the group of the availability of Winter Adopt-a-Planter availability and explained the program. The 

Clerk reported regarding the upcoming retirement of Joe Dahm from PW. She also reminded the group that 

Santa Comes to Town on December 3, 2022 with gift redemption at the Prairieview Center MG park District. 

Lastly, she reminded the commission of the Toys for Tots and Fire Department Food Drive efforts. 

 

Other Staff Reports 

Liz Schild (MG Social Worker) had no additional report.  

 

Comments from Visitors  

No visitors were present. 

 

Adjournment 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 1:00 pm, December 13, 2022.. 

 

Clerk Scanlon-Harford motioned to adjourn, Commissioner Lanning seconded. All were in favor.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 2:16pm.  

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        T Friel Acting Chairperson  


