
Whining,
Shivering,
Seems anxious,
Slows down or stops moving,
Seems weak, or
Starts looking for warm places
to burrow...

If your pet is:

Get them back inside quickly!

Damage caused to skin & other
tissues. The paws, ears & tail are
commonly affected. 

Harder to detect, and may not be
fully recognized until a few days
after the damage is done. 
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At-Risk  Pets
Short-coated, thin, elderly, or very young dogs get cold more quickly. 

May have more difficulty
walking on snow & ice.

 

May be more prone to slipping
& falling. 

Feel the cold faster because they have
less protection. 

 

Long-haired & thick-coated dogs tend to
be more cold-tolerant; but they are still at

risk in cold weather.

Pets with diabetes, heart disease, kidney
disease, or hormonal imbalances (i.e.,

Cushing's Disease). 
 

May have a harder time 
regulating body temperature. 

May become cold faster
because their bellies are more
likely to come in contact with

snow-covered ground.

Arthritic & Elderly Pets: Short-Haired Pets:

Pets w/ Health Concerns: Short-Legged Pets:

Shelter Recognizing Problems:

Signs of Hypothermia:

Signs of Frostbite:

If your pet is outdoors much of the day,
they must have access to & be protected

by a dry, draft-free shelter. 

The shelter should be large enough
to allow the dog to stand to its full
height, turn completely around, &

stretch out when lying.
 

The shelter should not be too large,
as it will need to hold in & conserve

body heat.

Size

Floor 

The floor should be raised a few
inches from the ground, to
minimize heat loss into the ground.

Bedding should be thick, dry, & changed
regularly to provide a warm environment. 

Doorway  

The shelter should be positioned
facing away from the wind.

 

The entryway must be protected by
a self-closing windbreak.

Food: Water:
Keep your pet at a healthy weight
throughout the winter. 

Pets who spend a lot of time outside
generally need more food in order to replace
energy lost from trying to stay warm. 

Consult your veterinarian before changing
your pet's diet. 

Ensure that your pet has
unlimited access to fresh,
non-frozen water. 

Use plastic dishes instead of metal, so that
your pet's tongue won't stick to the dish.

Tip: Pet safe, heated water bowl. 

Keeping your pet well-hydrated will help keep
their skin less dry. 

Introduction
Dogs & cats are
susceptible to

frostbite &
hypothermia,

especially exposed
skin on noses, ears,

and paw pads. 

No pet should
be left outside

for long
periods of

time during
cold weather. 

Remember, if
it's too cold for

you, it's
probably too
cold for your

pet!
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Check their paws for signs of injury
Ex: Cracked pads & bleeding paws.

Purchase pet-safe deicers for your home.

Paws can pick-up various toxic chemicals
Ex: salt, deicers, or antifreeze.

Wipe off your pet's feet, legs & belly. 

Washing too often can
remove essential oils &
increases the chance of
developing dry, flaky skin. 

Bathe your pet as little as
possible during cold spells:

Trim their hair (especially
between their toes) to minimize
the clinging of ice balls, salt
crystals & deicing chemicals. 

For long-haired dogs:

Winter  Weather  T ip s :

When a pet is repeatedly going in & out
all day, they can become susceptible to
the dry heat of your home. 

This can cause itchy, flaky skin. 

Pets that are young, old, ill, or thin are
particularly susceptible to cold
environments. 

They should never be left in cold cars. 

Only take pets in the car if it's necessary. 
Never leave them unattended. 

When walking your dog, stay away from
frozen ponds, lakes & other water. 

 

You don't know if the ice will support your
pet's weight. 

Cold weather may worsen some
medical conditions, such as arthritis. 

 

Your pet should be examined by a
Veterinarian at least once a year. 

Prevent Dry Skin: Car Rides:

Avoid Ice: Medical Conditions:

Small Animals
Grooming:

Checking Paws:

Warm engines in parked cars can attract
cats & small wildlife, who can crawl up

under the hood. 

 

A warm vehicle engine can be an
appealing heat source for outdoor &

feral cats.
 

Cats often sleep in the wheel wells
of cars during winter months to

keep warm.
 

Did You

Know?

To Do:
 

To avoid accidently injuring a
hidden animal:

 

Bang loudly on the hood or try
honking the horn before starting

the vehicle.
 

Know Your Pet's Limits
Some pets
are more

susceptible
to the cold

than
others. 

Layers: Walks:
Consider outfitting your pet with a sweater
or coat to keep them warm. 

Especially if your pet is short-haired. 

Provide your pet with a dry sweater/coat
each time they go outside. 

Wet sweaters can make your pet colder.

 

Vehicles can pose as a hazard to
small animals.  

 
 

This will help wake the animal up & gives them a
chance to move before starting the vehicle. 

Never shave your dog's coat in the winter,
as a long coat will provide more warmth.

 

Keep your home humidified & towel-dry your
pet as soon as they come inside. 

Dog booties, that fit
properly, can be used to
protect their feet.

Based on your pet's tolerance to the cold, you
may have to shorten their walks. 

During a walk, sudden lameness/difficulty
walking may be due to: 

An injury, or ice accumulation between
their toes. 

Wash & dry your pet's feet and
stomach after each walk. 

To remove ice, salt & chemicals. 

Pets' cold tolerance
can vary from pet to
pet based on their:

coat, body fat
stores, activity

level, and health. 

Be aware of your
pet's tolerance

for cold
weather, and

adjust
accordingly. 
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