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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 11, 2025 

MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC) 

MORTON GROVE VILLAGE HALL, 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 

 

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the Economic 

Development Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Secretary Brandon Nolin called the roll.  

Commissioners Present:  Khounani, Laliwala, Mathew, O’Connor, Pandit, Chairperson Fernandez 

Commissioners Absent:  Hardegree with notice, Khan with notice, Mohammed with notice 

Village Staff Present:                      Brandon Nolin, AICP, Community Development Administrator 

Village Trustees Present: White 

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2025 meeting was made by Commissioner Pandit and was seconded 

by Chairperson Fernandez.  

Commissioner Khounani voting aye 

Commissioner Laliwala voting    aye  

Commissioner Mathew voting aye 

Commissioner O’Connor  voting  aye 

Commissioner Pandit voting   aye 

Chairperson Fernandez voting aye 

Motion passed (6-0).  

A motion to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2025 meeting was made by Chairperson Fernandez and was 

seconded by Commissioner Pandit.  

Commissioner Khounani voting aye 

Commissioner Laliwala voting    aye  

Commissioner Mathew voting aye 

Commissioner O’Connor  voting  aye 

Commissioner Pandit voting   aye 

Chairperson Fernandez voting aye 

Motion passed (6-0).  

Brandon Nolin provided an update on active projects, including: 

- Napleton Honda (Steve Napleton Automotive Group) 
- Hennings/Ferris/Narragansett Townhomes & Duplex (P & P Properties) 
- Metro on Main 89-Unit Townhome Development (Lexington Homes) 
- Joe Donut 
- 5843 Dempster (Dunkin’) 
- Fifth Third at 6210 Dempster / Village Hall/Police Station at 6201 Dempster 
- Metra Station – On schedule for completion in Summer 2025 
- 8500-50 Lehigh – RFP issued, Village in process of selecting a developer  

 

The Commissioners discussed the active projects. Commissioner Laliwala inquired about the new tenant moving into 

the former Giordano’s location. Mr. Nolin confirmed that another restaurant was moving into the space and that the 

owners had additional locations in Villa Park and on Devon Avenue in Chicago. Chairperson Fernandez asked about 

any details that could be provided regarding the Joe Donut development. Mr. Nolin indicated that the project has 
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received needed permit approvals and a new national tenant is considering co-locating with the developer’s Joe 

Donut restaurant. Mr. Nolin indicated that additional details could not be shared until the negotiations including a 

revised financial assistance request had been resolved. 

Mr. Nolin provided an overview of the Small Business Workshop that the Commission hosted in November 2024 and 

affirmed the Commission’s direction to host a similar workshop in 2025. Chairperson Fernandez indicated a desire to 

host a pair of workshops, each as a different time such as a morning and evening, to broaden the pool of potential 

attendees. Commissioner O’Connor echoed the concern that the 2024 event, which was held in the morning, may 

have had better attendance if it were scheduled for an evening time. Mr. Nolin indicated he would contact the Oakton 

College Small Business Development Center and the Cook County Small Business Source to confirm their 

willingness to participate in another small business workshop, and he would also inquire about their flexibility to 

participated in both an evening and a morning session. Mr. Nolin asked if there was any desire to change the 

program from 2024 and Commissioners gave general agreement that the speakers and content were still 

appropriate. Mr. Nolin suggested a target date of mid- to late November, but prior to the week of Thanksgiving, to 

host the workshop(s). Commission Pandit agreed with the proposed timing ,but requested that the Commission 

consider moving the scheduled December meeting to a date in November prior to the business workshop. 

Commissioner Pandit noted a personal conflict with the December date and a desire to have input on the workshop. 

Chairperson Fernandez confirmed the proposed timing was acceptable and asked Mr. Nolin to look into potential 

future dates for the regular EDC meeting that would enable Commissioner Pandit to attend. 

Mr. Nolin reminded the Commission that the Morton Grove Sustainability Expo was scheduled for Saturday, 

September 13, 2025. Mr. Nolin thanked those had indicated they would attend and noted that the consultant team for 

the Dempster Corridor Plan had a booth at the event. Mr. Nolin suggested that the Commissioners volunteering for 

the event join the consultant at their booth rather than having a dedicated booth for the EDC. Commissioners 

Laliwala and Pandit indicated support for that idea and Chairperson Fernandez confirmed the use of the Dempster 

Corridor Plan to host the EDC volunteers and any collateral. Mr. Nolin shared copies of promotional materials 

highlighting various Cook County small business programs as well as the façade grant application and confirmed 

those materials could be displayed at the Dempster Street Corridor Plan booth. 

Mr. Nolin shared a status update on the Dempster Street Corridor Plan process. He noted that the plan Steering 

Committee had reviewed the draft Existing Conditions Report and outreach summaries, and that an update would be 

posted to the project website in the near future. Mr. Nolin indicated that additional public input would be sought in the 

early part of 2026 on draft plan recommendations that are currently being drafted by the project team. 

Mr. Nolin noted that the next scheduled meeting was October 2,2025 with the last meeting of the year scheduled for 

December 9, 2025. Commissioner Pandit reiterated his desire to meet in November instead of December and Mr. 

Nolin indicated he would pole the Commission via email to confirm availability for potential November and December 

dates. 

Hearing no further business or public comment, Chairperson Fernandez moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner O’Connor. The motion to adjourn the meeting was approved unanimously pursuant 

to a voice vote at  8:01 p.m. 

 
__________________________________ 

Minutes by: Brandon Nolin 

 

 


