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Incredibly Close ¥ Amazingly Open

Village of Morton Grove

Economic Development Commission (EDC) Meeting
Agenda & Meeting Notice

Monday, April 7, 2025 - 7:00 P.M.

2nd Floor Scanlon Conference Room
Flickinger Municipal Center, 6101 Capulina Avenue, Morton Grove, IL 60053

Call to Order

Approval of Minutes of February 10, 2025

Project Updates

Greener Morton Grove Award (Earth Month)
2 Submissions
e Muslim Community Center Green Team
e Park View Green Club

Facade Improvement Program
« Proposed revision to program requirements limiting window/door replacement

2025 Programming
« 2025 EDC Goalsetting Discussion

Other Business

Public Comments

Adjournment



MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2025
MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)
MORTON GROVE VILLAGE HALL, 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the Economic
Development Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Secretary Brandon Nolin called the roll.

Commissioners Present: Dahlberg, Hardegree, Khan, Laliwala, Polson, Chairperson Fernandez
Commissioners Absent: Khounani, O’Connor (with notice), Pandit (with notice)

Village Staff Present: Branon Nolin, Community Development Administrator

Village Trustees Present: Trustee Witko

Commissioner Dahlberg made a motion to approve the draft minutes from the meeting of December 9, 2024.
Commissioner Hardegree seconded the motion. All present at the December meeting voted in favor. Motion passed.

Brandon Nolin provided an update on active projects, including:
e (Gateway Plaza
o 6201 Dempster Street, Fifth Third Bank and potential future Village Hall facility
e 9312 Shermer Road, Ponto Collection Subdivision
e 8350 Lehigh Avenue, an 89-unit townhome development by Lexington Homes
o 8500-50 Lehigh Avenue, a 36-unit mixed-use development by MHDC SLF LLC
e 6724 Dempster Street, Joe Donut mixed-use development
e 5843 Dempster Street - Dunkin’ redevelopment
o 6335 Dempster Street, Gas station redevelopment
e Park Villas townhomes at Ferris & Hennings & Narragansett
¢ Napleton Honda at Waukegan and Dempster

The Commissioners discussed the active projects.

Mr. Nolin provided an update regarding the 2025 Greener Morton Grove Award program and indicated he could
share the information on the award program with the Commission.

He noted that the application deadline is tentatively scheduled for end of March and asked that the EDC consider
moving the meeting deadline to April 7 to provide adequate time for approval. He indicated intent for the awardees to
be recognized at the Village Board meeting on April 22, 2025. Chairperson Fernandez indicated he would defer to
staff on the next EDC date to accommodate the award process.

Mr. Nolin discussed upcoming promotions for Restaurant Month to be observed in February 2025. He noted that the
Restaurant Guide has been updated for 2025 and is posted on the Village website. He also noted that a series of
social media posts would be used to highlight restaurants located throughout the Village and that the restaurant
Spice n’ Fire at 7925 Golf would be featured in an article authored by Staff and posted on the Village website.

Mr. Nolin reviewed a Fagade Improvement Program application for 5628 Dempster Street (North Shore Faucets). He
noted that this is the first application for 2025 and the potential award amount is $10,000.
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Trustee Witko raised concern with supporting projects that only include glass and door replacement and that concern
was echoed by Commissioner Dahlberg. Commissioner Laliwala noted that the windows were a maintenance items
and had concerns with the ability of the property owner to sell the property after accepting the grant. Mr. Nolin
indicated that the grant includes provisions that would enable the Village to be reimbursed if the property is sold in
the near future and does not meet minimum requirements and that windows are an eligible cost per program
guidelines. Trustee Witko indicated that she understood that windows are covered in the current grant language and
the application should be considered, but noted concern for future applications. Mr. Nolin offered to propose alternate
program language at an upcoming EDC meeting for consideration to guide future applications. Commissioner
Hardegree made a motion to approve FIP 25-01 as presented. The motion was seconded by Chairperson Dahlberg.
The motion was unanimously approved by the Commissioners.

Mr. Nolin recapped efforts to get input regarding 2025 Programming from the Commission. He noted that four
commissioners submitted input and summarized feedback received to date. Chairperson Fernandez offered to
provide a tabular summary of the input and seek additional input via email following the meeting. He asked that
additional feedback would be further discussed at the next Commission meeting as appropriate.

Mr. Nolin presented a summary of responses from four out of nine members, highlighting key themes in their
feedback: business promotion, facade improvements, special events, and educational initiatives. Some ideas
included increased communication through mailings or digital updates and the need to enhance the village's website
with more resources such as grant information and step-by-step guides for starting a business. There was general
agreement that while social media is being utilized, there's room for improvement, and suggestions for website
updates and better content generation were welcomed.

Chairperson emphasized the importance of clearly identifying what the group aims to achieve through communication
channels like social media or mailings. He noted that a recurring point was that simply producing content isn't
enough—there must be a purpose behind it, such as promoting programs like the facade improvement initiative or
driving traffic to village resources. He also acknowledged that programs can be more successful if the benefits are
well-publicized, using strategies such as consistent posting, QR codes, and integrating communication into existing
platforms like water bill mailers.

Chairperson Fernandez comments concluded with a broader reflection on the need for intentional strategy. He noted
that rather than jumping to solutions, members stressed identifying the specific goals of each program or
communication effort. His comments placed emphasis on evaluating what works, iterating based on feedback, and
ensuring each initiative ties back to a tangible objective for the village.

Commissioner Dahlberg agreed on the value of repeating events like the Sustainability Expo and the small business
workshop, emphasizing the importance of continuing to promote the Green Remote and Grove awards. Mr. Nolin
indicated there was consensus to host two business-focused events this year — one more structured (like the
previous Small Business Development Center workshop) and one more informal, potentially as part of existing
outreach efforts. These events aim to break down barriers between local business owners and village administration,
fostering stronger connections and resource sharing.

Mr. Nolin summarized feedback on more abstract goals, such as helping local businesses improve their online
presence to attract younger shoppers and remain competitive. He noted that while the village may not directly
provide those services, it could serve as a connector to county-level resources. Mr. Nolin indicated that comments



cited social media as a tool to promote awareness of village offerings, and a plan was proposed to synthesize ideas
into a shared document outlining goals, strategies, and measurable actions for further discussion in the next meeting.

Mr. Nolin ended his overview by announcing the procurement of a new data acquisition tool from a company called
Placer, which provides anonymized, app-based location data to analyze consumer behavior and retail trends in the
area. He noted that the Village was able to negotiate a discounted rate for a year's access, which will support
planning for the Dempster Street corridor and help target businesses more strategically. He also indicated that the
tool enables the Village to perform leakage analysis and pinpoint what types of businesses residents are leaving the
community for, offering valuable insight into how to fill local vacancies and attract appropriate commercial tenants.

Hearing no further business or public comment, Commissioner Laliwala moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Dahlberg.

The motion to adjourn the meeting was approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:09 p.m.
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Applicant 1: Muslim Community Center

Name Muslim Community Center

Address 8601 Menard Ave. Morton Grove, IL, 60053
Email holisticgreenteam@gmail.com

# Members/Employees 1500 paid members

Years Serving Morton Grove 35

Website

www.mccchicago.org

Contact Name(s)

Dr. Sam Bawamia and Anjum Ali

Contact Email

holisticgreenteam@gmail.com

Contact Phone

847-323-6894

Business/Organization Summary

Muslim Community Center (MCC) is a full service mosque. Since 1969, the MCC has been
serving the metropolitan Chicago area community. It is considered the mother organization
out of which many other organizations and mosques came into existence. MCC is one of the
oldest and largest organizations in the Chicagoland area. MCC has facilities at three different
locations under one administration. The facilities are approximately 10 miles away from each
other (MCC at 4380 N. Elston Ave, Chicago, MEC at 8601 N. Menard Ave, Morton Grove,
and MCC Academy at 9301 Gross Point Rd, Skokie) that include two Prayer Spaces and two
schools. All three facilities run many programs.

MCC is one of the very few model democratic Muslim organizations where the administration
consists of 21 board members elected every year with staggered terms. The President is
elected every 2nd year. The board is always a combination of male, female, youth and under
represented groups. MCC is also proud of its diverse community where Muslims from all
walks of life, origin and gender are welcome to attend its services. MCC values each person
who passes through its doors because we believe that our congregation is strengthened by a
multiplicity of perspectives and experiences.

MCC is a membership-based organization in which all decision-making is based upon
consultation (Shoora). Currently MCC has over 1,600 paid members. But the weekly Friday
congregation at both mosques exceeds 3,000 people.

MCC is actively involved in conducting educational programs to Muslims and non-Muslims,
and various programs for new converts. It is also involved in outreach and Interfaith as well
as Intra-faith and Health screening programs. MCC also offers counselling, and assists
people financially and morally to help them stand on their feet in many cases. MCC also
conducts marriages, runs a funeral facility and provides many other programs to the
community.

Describe one or more environmentally friendly initiative(s) your business or organization implemented during the last three
years? You may attach a written description (limit 500 words) or a video (duration of 3 minutes or less) and up to 10 photos.

See enclosed presentation.
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Living Green:
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Applicant 2: Park View Elementary School

Name Park View Green Club

Address 6200 Lake Street Morton Grove, lllinois, 60053

Email ndotlich@gmail.com

# Members/Employees 18

Years Serving Morton Grove 2

Website www.mgsd70.org

Contact Name(s) Natalie Dotlich

Contact Email ndotlich@gmail.com

Contact Phone (734) 735-7988

Business/Organization Summary | The Park View Green Club educates and coordinates sustainable activities in the Morton
Grove community. This year, we aimed to reduce plastic waste in the PreK-8 cafeteria. In
April, the cafeteria will move from spork packets to metal silverware, saving 70,000 spork
packets from the landfill each year!

Describe one or more environmentally friendly initiative(s) your business or organization implemented during the last three
years? You may attach a written description (limit 500 words) or a video (duration of 3 minutes or less) and up to 10 photos.
The team saved those items from the landfill and gave them a new home.

5) The team collected over 34 strands (50 pounds) of holiday lights for the Morton Grove collection.

6) Researched the feasibility of moving from plastic to metal forks/spoons in the Park View Cafeteria. The ultimate goal is to reduce
the amount of plastic going into the landfill from Park View.

Here is a link to the Park View Board meeting presentation given on 3/17/2025:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DC2VgREOHNFYky3TMw44onoxDreCwOrs/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=11550948646487515186
Q&rtpof=true&sd=true

See enclosed photos.

Encouraging employees to take public transportation by offering transit incentives? (Please provide basic description.)
Bike to School Day in Spring 2024

Encouraging proper recycling with bins and updated signage? (Please provide # of bins available and # of signs.)
Educated 37 classrooms (the whole school - 950 students and staff) on how to properly recycle in the classroom (not cafeteria).

Offering composting services? (Please provide bin size, and pickup frequency.)
Goal of offering compost next year.

Encouraging team members to bring reusable water bottles by offering filtered water/ filling stations?
Reusable Water containers are always encouraged!

Waste - Other
Will be (April 2025) eliminating 70,000 Spork Packets per school year from being thrown into the landfilll The Park View Green Club
was instrumental in researching, changing the minds of the staff, and pushing to create a more sustainable community!



Photos - Park View Green Club
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Every day is (is Every Day one word or two?)

— CLASSRO
% Earth Day!

Monday, April 22, 2024

The Park View Green Club invites our school
community to participate in the following activities
for Earth Day!

Drink Cartons

(Empty and NO Straws) Monday, April 22
Cardboard (Empty) o Wear blue and green to school
(Clean, Empty and Flattened) e Bring a no or low trash lunch (if buying, bring your own utensil)

e Walk or ride your bike to school with parents’ permission (K-4
parents should accompany)

-
-

Tuesday, April 23
e Participate in the Trash Challenge with your buddy
® :Ii:t'c oN) Reminder: Old crayons, markers, and clean bottle caps are being
mpty with caps

collected outside of Mrs. Minelli’s room for recycle and upcycle

Our Home, Our Responsibility

(Flat school paper, newspaper, magazines, paper bags, construction paper, etc.)
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A CLASS RECYCLE mmmp RECYCLE DUMPSTER { A

Recycling Poster Earth Day Flyer



Reuse Station

Bottle

el z
,,lmqi, .!
o, Park i |8
Gegon. (lb

k =

Art Postef -

Sa/nability Expo

Recycle Holiday Lights
in the Main Office

Last Pick Up on Tuesday, January 28, 2025
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Holiday Light Recycling
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2025 Commercial Facade Improvement
Program Guidelines & Application

Purpose: To support rehabilitation and/or redevelopment of commercial property;
encourage new and expanding businesses; foster revitalization of commercial

corridors; and encourage private investment in existing commercial structures.

Grant awards will be based on the merit and design of the project. The Village
reserves the right to prioritize applications on the basis of scope of work, level of
private investment, and relative impact of the proposed improvements on the
business district.

Up to 50% matching grant for eligible project costs, in the form of a
reimbursement, payable by the Village upon successful completion of the
approved project and receipt of final paid invoices.

Within a TIF District - $15,000 maximum grant for rehabilitation projects or
$10,000 for new construction

All Other Commercial Areas - $10,000 maximum grant for rehabilitation or new
construction

Eligible: ¢ Removallreplacement of fagade materials;
e Restoration/replacement of architectural features;
e Removal/replacement of window and doors provided such improvements
comprise 50% or less of the project value;

o Repair or removal/replacement signage, awnings, shutters, wall mounted
lighting fixtures or other features which enhance the overall appearance of
the fagade;

o New fagade materials, doors, windows, architectural features, signage, etc.
on new commercial buildings; and

o Improvements to upper floors and/or secondary facades, visible from a
public street, at the discretion of the Village, if such improvements are part
of a substantial first floor front fagade rehabilitation.

Repairs, maintenance, etc.; tuck pointing, sandblasting, etc.; demolition
(unrelated to eligible work); gutters, HVAC equipment or roofing materials;
landscaping; architectural or permit fees; and any expenses incurred or
contracted prior to grant approval
—

Approval:

Funding:

Grant limits:

Not Eligible:

Program Eligibility Criteria

Commercial property and/or business owners of first floor commercial buildings are eligible to apply.
Applicants must provide all Required Documents and:

Business owners (tenants) must provide:
o Written authorization from the property owner for proposed improvements and participation in
the program AND
o Evidence of a minimum three-year lease from grant award date
Commercial property owners must:
o Operate a business at the location OR
o Provide lease(s) for businesses in the location (NOTE: While multi-tenant buildings do not
need to be fully leased, priority will be given to those that are)

Commercial property and/or business owners must be in good standing with the Village with
respect to taxes, licenses, certifications, fees, assessments, etc. and the property and project must
comply with all local and state codes and regulations. Since public funds will be used, the lllinois
Prevailing Wage Act is applicable.

REQUIRED
DOCUMENTS

The following documents must be
submitted to the Department of
Community and Economic
Development at
commdev@mortongroveil.org or at
Village Hall (6101 Capulina Avenug):

o Completed application & program
guidelines acknowledgement

Detailed business description and
history

Elevations and materials for
proposed facade improvements

Narrative description and projected
budget for total scope of
improvements to be performed

Three (3) LIKE BIDS for program-
eligible work (see Program
Guidelines)

Tenant: Copy of current lease and
letter from landlord authorizing
proposed improvements

Owner: Evidence of title or control
of property; copies of current
leases, if any; current real estate
tax bill

If application is approved, the
business/property owner should:

o Submit executed agreement within
30 days of grant approval

File for and obtain necessary
permits

Complete improvements to the
satisfaction of the Village within 90
days of the issuance of building
permits unless an extension is
applied for and granted

If a commercial property or business owner who receives grant funds closes or relocates their business, or removes work financed through the
Program, within three years of grant reimbursement date, repayment of grant is required, pro rata for period remaining in three-year term. No
additional grant funds are available for similar work at a tenant space or buildings which had been awarded Facade Improvement Program

grants within the past three years.


mailto:commdev@mortongroveil.org

Getting to Work

O

Contracts may be let and work may begin upon written commitment from the Village
AND after applicant has filed for and obtained all necessary approvals and permit from
the Village

Any proposed changes to scope of work must be submitted for review and approval by
Village prior to commencing such changes

Work must be completed within same year as grant money was approved

In extraordinary circumstances, the Village may consider written requests for an extension of
up to 60 days after the original project completion date. Such request must include reason
for extension and anticipated completion date. Work not completed by the agreed upon
project completion date, original or extended, may be ineligible for receipt of grant
reimbursement

Getting Paid

Grant

reimbursement is available only for pre-approved work, performed by approved and licensed

contractors up to maximum amount specified in written Commitment Letter signed by the Director of
Community and Economic Development and the business and/or property owner.
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Project must be complete and paid in full by business and/or property owner prior to seeking
reimbursement from the Village.

Within 30 days after completion, applicant should submit copies of:

All contractor invoices detailing the specific tasks completed
Proof of payment of all invoices and lien releases
Digital photos of completed project

Owner’s approval and guarantee to repay any unforgiven portion of the loan, and consent to
record agreement

Statement that the Participant shall maintain the facade improvements in good condition and
shall not make any changes to the Property resulting in an alteration to the facade
improvements for at least three years after completion

Copy of final inspection approvals from Village

COMPETITIVE BIDS

To ensure competitive pricing by
contractors, the Village requires at
least three like-bids for each type of
proposed work.

LIKE BIDS: bids must be based on the
exact same:

e scope of work

e materials

e finishes

e sizes

o features
The above information MUST be
clearly stated on all bids.

The grant program provides a grant
award based on the lowest bid
provided with the application. Property
owners/tenants are not required to use
lowest bidder, however additional costs
associated with higher priced
contractors will be covered by the
owner/tenant.

SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO:

Community & Economic
Development Department
6101 Capulina Avenue
Morton Grove, IL 60053
OR
commdev@mortongroveil.org

QUESTIONS:
commdev@mortongroveil.org
847-663-3063

Tenant/Applicant Signature:

Print Name & Title: Date:
Property Owner Signature:
Print Name & Title: Date:

I hereby acknowledge that | have read the Program Guidelines and agree to comply with the eligibility criteria and all
application, program, approval, and reimbursement requirements. | understand that failure to comply with all conditions and

requirements may forfeit the grant.

The Village of Morton Grove reserves the right to request additional information as deemed necessary for project review and

evaluation. For additional information, call 847-663-3063.






