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Office of the Mayor and Board of Trustees MORTON GROVE

Incredibly Close < Amazingly Open

June 23, 2026

Morton Grove Year in Review

Dear Fellow Morton Grove Residents,

As I'look back on my first year as your Mayor, I am thankful for the trust you have
emplaced in me and I look forward to the next three years in this role. I want to share
with you some highlights from the last year:

1.

Approved a Balanced Budget that lays out our goals and projects for the coming
year while continuing to operate within our means including the implementation
of the Village’s capital improvement plan (CIP) to establish our large projects for
the next five years. As part of the Village’s efforts to provide high-quality
services at low cost to our residents, I was able to secure $1,400,000 in funding
through the State of Illinois as part of this year’s budget.

Invested in our infrastructure with the resurfacing of Beckwith Road, Central
Avenue, Gross Point Road, and Shermer Road while minimizing the cost to
residents through the use of grant funding.

Facilitated the future development of Dempster Street through the Dempster
Corridor Plan in coordination with the Regional Transit Authority. This vision
looks to maintain the character of Dempster Street while creating economic
development opportunities and making the area more welcoming and pedestrian-
friendly. As part of this initiative the Village also approved a TIF District for
Dempster Street to provide a funding source and plan to enact the goals developed
through the Dempster Corridor Plan.

We opened up the new Metra Station and over the coming months we are looking
to finalize the project with the resurfacing of the parking lot, updating the
platforms, and approving an agreement for a retailer in the new station.
Continued to build on one of our greatest assets, our trees, by using a grant
through the Morton Arboretum to plant an additional 250 trees.

Presented the new Police Department and Village Hall for consideration by the
Plan Commission, Appearance Commission, and Traffic Safety Commission
along with approving an agreement with Leopardo to serve as the construction
manager at risk for the project. As part of this project the Village secured
$900,000 in funding through the State of Illinois with the help of local legislators.
Revised and modernized regulations related to tobacco (vape) stores and creating
a licensing program that reduces the number of these establishments going
forward from 13 establishments to 5 in the future.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Developed regulations and enforcement guidance for e-mobility devices with an
emphasis to protect our youngest residents.

Reorganized the functions of Zoning, Planning, Building, and Inspection Services
within the Village into a single Department to improve workflows and have staff
dedicated to economic development.

Approved a new mixed-use development for 8500-8550 Lehigh Avenue to
complement the renovated train station and nearby Metro on Main project.
Created standards and guidance to allow solar power to be installed on
commercial facilities in furtherance of the Village’s sustainability goals.

One of the goals I set upon taking office was to beautify and refresh the look and
feel of our community. As part of that effort, I asked staff to include a phased plan
for enhancing seasonal decorations in each of the next four annual budgets. These
improvements will brighten our streetscapes during the winter months and
throughout the year, while helping to strengthen Morton Grove’s brand and foster
a greater sense of pride and community identity.

Developed and approved a program for seniors to be able to remain in their homes
by providing zero-interest loans for home improvements and addressing
accessibility needs for our older residents.

I am eager to see what the next year has in store for us and as always I want to hear from
you. Please feel free to reach out to me at jwitko@mortongroveil.org.

If you ever need anything, please let me know.

Sincerely,

gmwa Lhitto

Janine Witko
Village President
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