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MINUTES OF THE JULY 7, 2026 
MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

MORTON GROVE VILLAGE HALL, 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 
 
Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the Appearance 
Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Pietron, Ms. Kirchner called the roll.  
 
Commissioners Present:  Dahlberg, Israel, Manno, Minx, Pietron,  

Commissioners Absent:   Zimmer with notice, Block without notice 
 

Village Staff Present:                      Zoe Heidorn, Director of Community and Economic Development  
 Anne Ryder Kirchner, Planner/Zoning Administrator, Secretary 
  
  
Trustees Present: Minx  
 
Chairperson Pietron proceeded to seek approval of the June 2, 2026 minutes.  
 
Commissioner Minx moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Manno seconded the motion. Chairperson Pietron 
called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Dahlberg voting   aye 
Commissioner Israel voting   abstain 
Commissioner Manno voting   aye 
Commissioner Minx voting    aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting    aye 
 
Minutes approved (4-0) 
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the case. 
 
CASE:  AC 26-09 
 
APPLICANT:  Hamid Akbari & Azar Khounani, Imagine MG LLC 
  Kids Academy Early Learning Center, Dehkhoda Educational Foundation 
 
LOCATION:  9233 Shermer Road, Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 
 

PETITION: Request for waivers to select sign requirements for the refacing of existing monument signs 

Ms. Heidorn introduced the case. The applicants, Hamid Akbari and Azar Khounani on behalf of Imagine MG LLC, 
Kids Academy Early Learning Center, and the Dehkhoda Educational Foundation, are requesting Appearance 
Commission approval of waivers to the Village's sign regulations to permit the refacing of two existing nonconforming 
monument signs at 9233 Shermer Road. 
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The proposed improvements will update the monument signage to reflect the current uses on the property, including 
the Kids Academy Early Learning Center and the International Servant Leaders Museum, while also installing two 
new code-compliant wall signs that may be approved administratively by staff.  
 
The requested waivers are for the maximum number of monument or pylon signs permitted on the property, reduced 
setbacks for the existing monument signs from the public right-of-way, and required landscape beds around the 
existing monument signs. Staff recommends requiring landscape beds with a minimum depth of two (2) feet from the 
base for each monument sign as a condition of approval. Staff has no other concerns relating to the request.  
 
Mr. Akbari described the occupancy of the buildings. The church no longer is a tenant. Kid’s Academy and the 
Dehkhoda Foundation occupy the entire facility. They wish to reface the church’s 2 monument signs and add 
additional wall signage for the foundation. 
 
Commissioner Israel asked if the lower panels on the proposed signs could be removed or incorporated in the design 
instead of being blank. 
 
Commissioner Manno suggested they remove the panels. Commissioner Dahlberg noted that the required plants in 
the planting bed could cover that area. Mr. Akbari said he would remove the panels.  
 
Chairman Pietron noted the condition requiring a landscaped bed surrounding each monument sign. 
 
Commissioner Israel said the Foundation monument sign seems too busy. Mr. Akbari said he would work with the 
sign company to provide a less busy design. There was no public comment. 
 
Commissioner Minx made a motion to approve Case AC 26-09, a request for waivers to select sign requirements at 
9233 Shermer Road in Morton Grove, Illinois, subject to the following conditions: 
A landscape bed measuring at least two feet (2') from all sides of the signs' bases shall be installed and maintained 
in perpetuity. The landscape beds shall be planted with live landscaping that is properly maintained and kept free of 
weeds, dead plant material, and other debris, subject to review and approval by the Director of Community and 
Economic Development 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dahlberg. Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 

Commissioner Dahlberg voting   aye 
Commissioner Israel voting   aye 
Commissioner Manno voting    abstain 
Commissioner Minx voting    aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting    aye 
Motion passed (4-0) 
 
Other Business 
None 
 
Chairperson Pietron moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Manno. The motion 
to adjourn the meeting was approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:13p.m. 
 
Minutes by: Anne Ryder Kirchner 


