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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

6101 CAPULINA AVENUE 

AUGUST 1, 2016 
 

I. Call to Order/Chairman’s Report.  Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open 

Meetings Act, the Economic Development Commission meeting was called to order at 5:38 

p.m. by Chairperson Wayne Youkhana.  

  

Roll Call: 

The following members were present: 

Wayne Youkhana, Chairman 

Chris Kintner 

Drew Massa 

Oscar Chung 

 

The following members were absent: 

Daniel Metz  

Sasha Carillo 

 

The following Village staff and elected officials were present: 

Nancy Radzevich, Community and Economic Development Director 

Trustee John Pietron 

 

The following individuals were present: 

Eric Poders, Resident and Media Practitioner 

 

II. Review of Minutes  

 Chairman Youkhana made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2015  

 meeting seconded by Commissioner Kintner and passed via a voice vote. 

 Chairman Youkhana made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2016, 

 meeting seconded by Commissioner Kintner and passed via a voice vote. 

 

III. Chairperson’s Report 

 

 A. Façade Improvement Program – Ms. Radzevich stated the businesses felt a 50% 

incentive up to $5,000 was not enough incentive for the Program.  Currently there is a tiered 

system with a greater grant given if the business is in the TIF District and a lessor one when 

a business is not in a TIF District.  It is not the right level of incentive.  Other communities 

give around $10,000 + and straight across the board 50%.  Some communities do different 

levels of reimbursement depending upon your type of business.  Examples are 25% 

reimbursement if you are an office or service business but you can get 50% if you are a 

retail business.  Retails try to draw in customers off the street. Other programs feel a 

minimum of $3,000 can be applied for.  There are various ways to offer this program. It 

needs to be more appealing to people.  Some communities offer specific dollar amounts per 

liner foot also. 
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 The Commission had questions about how to get information on the property owner. The 

owners actually have the last word.  A mail out would be a way to contact the owners and 

tell them about the program. 

 

 Another way would be to recognize businesses that did improvements in previous years.  It 

would place a light on the particular business and when other businesses see this, it shows 

aesthetic effects help businesses.  

 

 B. Business Visits 

 

 Commissioner Massa stated after the commissioners go to the businesses a list of questions 

will be made.  Commissioners have to have a feel of the business before a list is compiled of 

questions. 

 

 C. Business Forum 

 

 1. The last Forum was held in May after a bad winter and it was the first nice day, so 

the turnout was light.  Previously, they seemed to be okay.  However, is it worth the effort?  

Is the health/welfare/fitness a big enough draw.  How else can we promote businesses? 

Would a kid/family event help to make an event?  One Commissioner felt it should be an 

event with the Park District and possibly like a dentist, or childcare place.  Business need to 

be solidly engaged in the forum and that would draw other businesses.  Have the fitness 

center do a dance show, have Wright Way bring animals, etc. 

 

 2. The Branding Street Banner Program is an idea to market Morton Grove holistically. 

Great slogans were created through a company but they need to go on banners. The 

challenge is to market the logo and slogans on the banners. 

 

 3. Community Business/Service Guide seems to be successful.  We need to promote 

more businesses in a marketing guide.  The guide could consist of a section stated “made in 

Morton Grove.”  This would educate residents.  Guides would be placed on the counter and 

residents look through them when they are waiting. It could be done out-sourced and in- 

house to control costs.  It could be paper and on-line.  The Commissioners all agree on the 

idea of marketing and branding. 

 

IV. Director of Community & Economic Development Report/Updates 

 

Ms. Radzevich asked if there can be a meeting in September for a façade improvement 

application September 7. The Commissioners will respond within the week. 

 

8700 Waukegan – The Developer has been working with the Condo Association next door.  

They have a shared access agreement and it needs to be updated.  It should be finalized soon. 

It should be a great project for Morton Grove. 

 

 Moretti’s Restaurant meets regularly with the Village and it is moving forward. 

Environmental clean-up needs to be done and a storm water improvement must be made 

also. 
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 There is a vacant lot at Capulina Avenue and Ferris Avenue which was another heavily 

contaminant site which needs to have an environmental clean-up.  A Developer is interested 

in the site. 

 

 The land across from the train station also has a Developer interested in it.  

 

 North Shore Faucets, on Dempster St., will expand to a 3 story building from a 1 ½ story.  It 

will be very modern. 

 

V. Chamber of Commerce Report/Updates – There were no updates. 

 

VI. Public Comment –There were no comments.  

 

VIII. Adjournment – There being no further business, Chairman Youkhana moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 6:34 pm.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Massa and approved 

unanimously pursuant to a voice vote.  

 

 The next meeting date will be held in September, 2016.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Wayne Youkhana, Chairman  

Economic Development Commission 

 

NR/mk 


