
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 4, 2021 
MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

VILLAGE HALL 6101 CAPULINA, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 
 
Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the 
Appearance Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson John Pietron. Acting Secretary 
Zoe Heidorn called the roll.  
 
Commissioners Present:  Pietron, Block, Hedrick, Ingram, Manno, Minx, Zimmer 
 
Commissioners Absent:   None 
 
Village Staff Present:                     Zoe Heidorn, Zoning Administrator/Land Use Planner;  

Anne Ryder Kirchner, Assistant Land Use Planner 
 
Trustees Present:                          Rita Minx 

 
Chairperson Pietron proceeded to seek approval of the July 7, 2021, minutes, he noted that the minutes 
seemed reduced and would prefer to have more discussion and comments included. 
Board Member Minx moved to approve the minutes of July 7, 2021. Board Member Ingram seconded 
the motion. 
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner  Block voting  aye 
Commissioner  Hedrick voting  aye 
Commissioner  Ingram voting  aye 
Commissioner  Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner  Minx voting  aye 
Commissioner  Zimmer voting  abstain 
Chairperson  Pietron voting  aye 
 
Minutes approved. 
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the first case. 
 
CASE AC 21-05 
APPLICANT: Dot Sugar Pastry Café, IR Design, agent for owner 
7915 Golf Road 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
 
LOCATION: 7915 Golf Road 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 



PETITION: Request for an Appearance Certificate for landscaping and screening associated with an 
outdoor seating area at an existing structure for the property commonly known as 7915 Golf Road in 
Morton Grove, Illinois. 
 
Assistant Land Use Planner Anne Kirchner reviewed the request, stating that the 6 -8 person seating 
area will be surrounded by a decorative fence and possibly seasonal planters.  The area does not 
interfere with foot traffic and does not require the removal of parking spaces. 
 
Ms. Chiu with IR Design said the seating will be located under the building’s canopy and enclosed by the 
fence.  Dot Sugar expects to be very busy and will need the outdoor space.  The owners are taking great 
care to finish the inside location as they will with the outside. 
 
Commissioner Block asked if there will be outside heaters. 
 
Ms. Chiu said they planned to use the outdoor area in warmer months, March to November.  Heaters 
may be used. 
 
Chairman Pietron asked if planter boxes would be installed. 
 
Ms. Chiu said they may be added to the plan and if so, they will go above and beyond what is required. 
 
Commission Block asked when they expect to open. 
 
Ms. Chiu said seating would not be open until next spring.  Dot Sugar needs to extensively train a chef, 
which requires 2 to 3 months. 
 
The Commissioners agreed that the metal fencing and seating area would be attractive.  
 
Commissioner Block then moved to approve the request, seconded by Commissioner Ingram.  
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Block voting  aye 
Commissioner Hedrick voting  aye 
Commissioner Ingram voting  aye 
Commissioner Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner Minx voting  aye 
Commissioner Zimmer voting  aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting  aye 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
 
 
 



CASE AC 21-06 
APPLICANT: M-K Signs, agent for owner 
6001 Dempster Street 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
 
LOCATION: 6001 Dempster Street 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
 
PETITION: Request for waivers to select sign requirements for the property commonly known as 6001 
Dempster Street in Morton Grove, Illinois. 
 
Anne Kirchner provided overview of the project, noting the waivers for sign setback and size of 
landscape bed.  Staff is concerned that the sign may be hit by truck traffic due to the 10 ft. clearance 
under the south portion of the sign. 
 
Mr. Cilia said they plan to re-install the sign as a pylon, almost the same as the original pole sign.  This 
sign will be more uniform in color.  He will provide a detailed landscape plan with the permit. 
 
Chairman Pietron asked about the 10- foot clearance. 
 
Mr. Cilia said it will not be an issue as the space under the sign is for car parking.  The owner does not 
want to lose a parking space.    
 
Commission Zimmer said the sign will be an improvement and that the landscape plan is welcomed. 
 
Commissioner Block then moved to approve the request, seconded by Commissioner Zimmer.  
 
Chairperson Pietron called for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Block voting  aye 
Commissioner Hedrick voting  aye 
Commissioner Ingram voting  aye 
Commissioner Manno voting  aye 
Commissioner Minx voting  aye 
Commissioner Zimmer voting  aye 
Chairperson Pietron voting  aye 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Chairperson Pietron asked for any other business or discussion. Hearing none, Commissioner Minx 
moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Block 
 
The motion to adjourn the meeting was approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:20 pm. 

______________________ 
Minutes by: Zoe Heidorn 


