
Official Report of the Community Relations Commission 

                                             September 17, 2019 6:30 pm. 

Members present:                      Burkhart, Lo, Downing, Schultz, Pimentel  

Members absent:  John, Cha, Engel, Pellicano, Flores, Laliwala,           Voehringer 

Board of Trustees Members:      Connie Travis 

Members of Village Staff present:  Teresa Liston, Ralph Czerwinski 

Guests:          Chad Comello, Morton Grove Pubic Library  

Chairperson Pimentel stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss One Book, One Village and 

the Winter Adopt a Planter Event.   

ONE BOOK ONE VILLAGE 

Chad Comello, Marketing and Engagement Coordinator, from the Morton Grove Public Library, reviewed 

the partnership that the Village and Library will have for this program.  Mr. Comello stated there is a 

long list that the library staff is working on to decide what author and book would be the best selection.  

They are trying to get a local author so as to have a meet and greet with the author as part of this 

program.  The program will begin next October following the Coming Together and the Summer reading 

program.  The program will depend upon the interaction with the author, varying from 2 weeks to a 

month.  The book selections that other villages have used are geared toward adults and not children.  

There will be paper back additions that will be available at the Library. 

Commissioner Burkhart suggested that the topic from the Coming Together program which is Native 

People and would be a good selection for a book.  Mr. Comello replied the list that was compiled does 

not have anything related to the topic. 

Ms. Liston stated the liaisons for this program are Anisa Laliwala and Trustee Connie Travis.  Mr. Comello 

added the library would like to meet with them to consult and receive feedback from the CRC. 

ADOPT A PLANTER 

Mr. Czerwinski reviewed the Adopt a Planter winter program which will take place on December 7, 2019 

in coordination with the winter Farmers Market and Santa Comes to Town.  Each entry will receive a 

bundle of boughs consisting of Nobel Fir, Cedar, Pine and Juniper.   The participants will plant the 

bundles in a designated pot along Dempster and Waukegan Rd.  Additional greenery or holiday décor 

are acceptable.  Once the planters are completed, the pots will be watered a couple times and 

eventually they will freeze in place.  There will be 50 total pots, less than the summer months.  There 

will be 6 pots on Waukegan, 3 pots at Ferris and Dempster, the Civic Center and the balance of the pots 

going east on Dempster. There will also be several planted by the train station. 
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Ms. Liston asked for volunteers to assemble the name markers for the pots.  Ms. Lo volunteered to help 

out with the markers.  There were thoughts on the durability of the markers during the winter months.  

The first step will be to send an email to all that have participated for the summer planting with a two-

week deadline to sign up.  Also, an enews will also be sent out promoting this program.  There will be a 

large postcard sent to all residents with the Adopt a Planter program. 

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH 

Ms. Lo volunteered to attend the outreach on October 17, 2019 and represent the CRC. 

COMMUNITY ARTIST PERFORMANCE 

Ms. Lo reviewed the performers for the upcoming show on October 26, 2019 at 4:00 pm.  There are four 

new entries including a Chinese ribbon dance, an African dance, violinist, poetry and returning are the 

Women Who Drink Tea. 

PHOTO CONTEST 

Ms. Pimentel thanked Ms. Downing for the exceptional promoting of the contest.  There were 25 

entries, twice a many as previous contests. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 


