
Meeting of the Community Relations Commission 
 

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the 
Community Relations Commission was called to order at 6:30 pm. on June 11, 2019, by Chairperson Pro 
Tem Travis. 

Members present:     Murphy, Cha, Engel, Pellicano, Flores, Burkhart, John, Laliwala, 
  

Members absent:     Downing, Lo, Schultz, Voehringer 

Board of Trustees Members:  Connie Travis 

Members of Village Staff present: Teresa Liston 

Chairperson Pro Tem Travis announced the first order of business was approval of the meeting minutes 
of April 9, 2019. Ms. Pellicano moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Engel seconded the motion.  Minutes 
unanimously approved by voice vote.    

STATUS/COMMITTEE REPORTS ON 2018 INITIATIVES 

Photo Contest 

Ms. Travis reviewed the next date for the contest July 8, 2019 at the Village Board meeting.  The judging 
should take place by July 1st so as not to interfere with commitments for volunteering at the Morton 
Grove Days Fest starting on July 3rd of that week. The winners could then be contacted in advance in 
case they were traveling for the holiday and return for the presentation at the board meeting July 8th, 
2019. Ms. Travis will send out an email reminding commissioners of the judging and volunteers can sign 
up at that time and also if someone would like to volunteer to present the photos at the board meeting 
on July 8th. 

Adopt a Planter 

Ms. Travis reviewed the success of adopt a planter program that took place on June 1, 2019 with 98 
planters.  Ms. Liston stated all the plants were picked up except for 6 and the volunteers planted them 
accordingly. The GIS map that the village provided was streamlined and easier to follow.  The signage is 
working out well and thank you to the volunteers for placing the signs in advance in the designated 
planters. The comments that were made are as follows:  great variety of plants, weather cooperated, 
planters designated well, shorten the pick-up time to 8:30-11:00 am, and it was an advantage not having 
it during farmers market. Mr. Burkhart suggested the Women’s Club plant their display in advance for 
examples of how to arrange the flowers. Ms. Liston would like a survey sent to participants asking how 
the experience was and asking for suggestions for a future planting program.  Ms. Laliwala volunteered 
to do the survey and will use the format from a previous survey conducted. Ms. Cha will review and 
assist in compiling questions.  Ms. Travis will forward an email to the commissioners and suggestions for 
the survey will be included. 
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The winter planting was discussed and will be continued at the September meeting.  There were 40 
participants that signed up for the Adopt a Planter that showed interest in the winter planting. 

Community Garage Sale 

Ms. Travis asked for feedback on the date of the sale and the participation from the commissioners.  Ms. 
Pellicano hosted a garage sale and had advertised on the virtual garage sale and Craig’s list and said it 
was pretty successful.  There were comments made in reference to the change in date from August in 
2018 to May in 2019.  Ms. Laliwala suggested that there be more marketing for the Garage Sale and a 
FAQ sheet compiled for participants as to how to market their own sale.  Ms. Liston stated there was 
information advertised on the village newsletter, enews, website, postcards were mailed to residents 
and 3 large banners were placed in strategic locations to advertise not only to the residents but others 
interested in garage sales. Ms. Laliwala added other organizations can advertise the garage sale.  Ms. 
Flores stated a flyer can be inserted with the newsletter to the school families advertising the garage 
sale for next year.   

Mr. Burkhart suggested a community garage sale with one location that anyone can participate and 
bring their items to sell.  Ms. Liston added that there have been complaints from condo residents that 
they have no location on their property to conduct a garage sale.  Ms. Liston continued stating having a 
garage sale at a central location would be the responsibility of the commission to find the location, set 
up tables and be in charge of the sale.  The idea will be presented to the village staff and response will 
be forthcoming. 

Community Artist Performance 

Ms. Travis announced the next performance is October 26, 2019.  Ms. Lo will give a full update when she 
returns at the next meeting. 

Free Little Library 

Ms. Travis announced the ribbon cutting is scheduled for July 8, 2019 prior to the Village Board meeting.  
Ms. Liston would like the commissioners to attend beginning around at 6:45; a firm time will be 
announced the week before the board meeting. 

Neighborhood Outreach 

Ms. Travis stated the next Neighborhood Outreach is October 17th at Edison School. 

Be Safe Be Seen 

Ms. Liston reviewed the arm band concept “be safe be seen” that is a reflective arm band and to be 
worn by pedestrians after dark to prevent any incidents.  The CRC will be heading this program and the 
distributing them.  The staff is ordering more of this popular item for future distribution. 
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One Book One Village 

Ms. Travis reviewed the idea of a book or author is selection and residents all read and come together to 
review the book.  This would be spear headed by the library and the CRC would also promote it.  The 
topic will be on the agenda In September for further discussion. 

New Business 

Mr. Burkhart shared the new topic for the Coming Together which is “Journeys to Niles Township” which 
includes Lincolnwood, Skokie, Morton Grove, and Niles. Burkhart explained everyone has a story about 
how their families came to this area such as immigration and native inhabitants.  One of the segments to 
this program will be a selection of books that relate to telling the stories as to how the people settled in 
this area.  Continuing, Burkhart explained each of the communities has a significant story as to who 
settled in these communities and an example for Morton Grove was the rose history and the 
greenhouses.  The library is involved and Burkhart would like the CRC to get involved in this which 
begins in 2020.  Ms. Liston suggested the CRC use the Village tools such as Channel 6, enews and the 
newsletter to promote this effort.   

Ms. Liston presented the idea of starting up the “Welcome Neighbor” program in 2020 and the CRC 
would sponsor it.  Previously it was promoted by the Chamber of Commerce and years past it was 
known as the Welcome Wagon.  Mr. Engel volunteered for this which would involve donor participation, 
coupons for local businesses and restaurant information.  This will be on the agenda in September to 
begin the program in 2020. 

Other Business 

Ms. Liston asked if the CRC wanted to suspend the meetings for the summer and meet once again in 
September.  The consensus was to try to have a quorum for the July 9th meeting and pass on the August 
meeting.  Ms. Travis will email with a survey to see who will be available for the July meeting. 

Audience Comments 

None 

Ms. Travis asked for a motion to adjourn. Ms.Cha moved to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Flores         
seconded the motion.  The motion was then unanimously approved pursuant to a voice vote at 7:40 pm. 

         

 

________________________________ 

        Minutes by Janet Sheehan 

 


