
 

 

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 7, 2019 

MEETING OF THE MORTON GROVE APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

RICHARD T FLICKINGER MUNICIPAL CENTER 

 6101 CAPULINA AVENUE, MORTON GROVE, IL  60053 
 

Pursuant to proper notice in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the regular meeting of the 

Appearance Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Pietron, who led the assemblage 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Secretary Sopkin called the roll.  In attendance were: 
 

Members of the Commission Present:  

J. Pietron (Chairperson) 

P. Minx  

M. Ingram 

D. Hedrick  

D. Manno 

R. Block 

 

Members of the Commission absent:  

None 

 

Village Staff Present:  

   D. Argumedo, Zoning Administrator/Land Use Planner/Staff Liaison 

   J. Thill, Village Trustee/Commission Liaison  

   R. Minx, Village Trustee  

W. Grear, Village Trustee  

    
         

Chp Pietron now announced the first order of business which was the approval of the minutes of the 

November 5, 2018 meeting.   

 

Cmsr Minx moved to approve the November 5, 2018 minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Cmsr Block.  Secretary Sopkin called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 

 

Ingram Aye  Block  Aye  

Hedrick Aye  Manno Aye 

Minx Aye    

 

Chp Pietron moved on to the next agenda item, Appearance Case AC 19-01, Gary McGrath, 7000 

Golf Road LLC (Audi Morton Grove), 7000 Golf Road, Requesting Approval of Waivers to 

Landscaping Requirements for the Demolition/Reconstruction of a Commercial Parking Lot.   

Bob Gudmundson, RWG Engineering, was present. 

 

Mr. Argumedo, Staff Liaison, started the presentation with an overview stating that they would be 

reconstructing an existing parking lot for product storage. They were looking for waivers for landscaping 

and screening. They were proposing no screening or interior landscaping based on the nature of the lot.  

They were looking to maximize the width and depth of the lot for product storage with good circulation 

among the vehicles.  They will use permeable pavers for water runoff and drainage, and as this lot is for 

product storage, there will be no customer interaction on this lot.  There will not be a need for screening 

but they will place sod along the edges of the lot.  The original project was before the Appearance 

Commission in 2014-2015, and the lot to the east of the building was designed with product visibility for 
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advertising.  There is a residential area to the south of the business, but the cars in this new lot will not be 

moved often, and the width of Golf Road that separates the business from the residential area offers 

enough screening on its own.   

 

Chp Pietron asked if Village staff was comfortable with this request, and Mr. Argumedo said that the 

departments were all in agreement that this was acceptable.   

 

The applicant’s representative, Mr. Gudmundson, introduced himself and said that Mr. Argumedo 

accurately summarized this project.  He added that the business moved approximately 300 cars per 

month, and they needed this lot for product storage.  The lot would be fully compatible with storm water 

detention with the use of vaults and permeable pavers.  MWRD has also approved the plans, with only 

clarification needed on the sanitary sewer use, which was a non-factor in this case.  There is currently a 

parking lot in place, but this lot would be removed and replaced,  The berm would be removed in the 

reconstruction, and not replaced, as it is not needed.  They would be increasing the number of parking 

spaces from 227 to 377.   

 

Cmsr Block moved to approve Appearance Case AC 19-01, Gary McGrath, 7000 Golf Rd LLC 

(Audi Morton Grove), as presented.  The motion was seconded by Cmsr Manno.    
 

 

Secretary Sopkin called the roll.  The vote was as follows: 

 

Ingram Aye  Block  Aye  

Hedrick  Aye  Manno Aye 

Minx Aye    

 
 

Chp Pietron moved on to the next agenda item, Other Business/Public Comment.  

Cmsr Block said there are signage issues along Dempster Street, that sandwich boards are not picked up 

after hours or on weekends. The area looks bad and needs enforcement.  He also mentioned that several 

businesses have completely blocked the view into the store with signage, which goes against Code.  Mr. 

Argumedo said he would look into these locations and advise them of the Code restrictions.   

 

****************** 

ADJOURNMENT:  

 

There being no further business, Commissioner Minx moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Ingram and approved unanimously pursuant to a voice vote at 7:15 pm.  

 

 Stacy Sopkin  
Minutes by: Secretary Sopkin 

 

 Minutes were approved on   

 by a voice vote of the 

Commissioners, with the votes as follows: 

Ingram   Minx  

Hedrick   Block  

   Manno  


