
Village of Morton Grove 

Department of Community Development 
 

To: Chairperson Farkas and Members of the Plan Commission 
 
From: Nancy Radzevich, AICP, Community & Economic Development Director 
 Dominick Argumedo, AICP, Zoning Administrator/Land-Use Planner 
 
Date: September 8, 2014 
 
Re: Plan Commission Case PC 14-14 - Application for Text Amendment to 

Sections 12-17-1 of the Morton Grove Unified Development Code 
(Ordinance 07-07) to modify the definition of “Entertainment Uses”  

 
STAFF MEMORANDUM 
Public Notice 
The Village provided Public Notice for the September 15, 2014 Plan Commission public hearing 
for PC 14-14 in accordance with the Unified Development Code.  The Pioneer Press published 
the public notice on August 28, 2014. As this request is for a text amendment, not a request for 
a specific site, no public notice signs or notification letters were required. 
 
Background  
Virtuoso Performing Arts LLC (VPA) has submitted a special use application (PC 14-15) to 
operate a Performance Arts Studio at 8120 Lehigh Road. In conjunction with that special use 
application, VPA has also filed an application requesting an amendment to the “Entertainment 
Uses” definition to clarify the inclusion of the performing arts center uses, with an instructional 
accessory use.   
 
The Morton Grove Unified Development Code Section 12-17-1 defines “Entertainment Uses” as 
“An establishment that provides entertainment and/or recreational activities for a fee to visitors. 
Any type of adult use, gambling, intertrack wagering facility, or a use which permits the sale of 
alcohol is specifically excluded from this definition.”  Based on conversations with the 
Community and Economic Development Director and Corporation Counsel, concurrent with their 
special use application, Virtuoso Performing Arts LLC (VPA) has filed an application requesting 
an amendment to the “Entertainment Uses” definition to accommodate their principal and 
accessory uses, as follows:  
 

“An establishment that provides entertainment and/or recreational activities for a 
fee to visitors, including uses such as a performing arts studio or venue 
that offers student instruction as an accessory use. Any type of adult use, 
gambling, intertrack wagering facility, or a use which permits the sale of alcohol 
is specifically excluded from this definition.”   

 
In 2011, the Village created the “Entertainment Uses” definition and use classification 
(Ordinance 11-26) in conjunction with the application for and subsequent approval of a special 
use permit to allow the Big City Entertainment, LLC to operate the Fear City haunted house. 
Although the Village Code included a definition for “Amusement Establishment,” it was 
determined that facilities like Fear City were distinctive from those that would fall under that 
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definition. As such, concurrent with their special use application, Big City Entertainment filed an 
application for an amendment to the code to create a new land use definition for 
“Entertainment Uses.” Because such uses can have significant parking and traffic impacts 
and/or may not be appropriately sited near heavier industrial uses, “Entertainment Uses” were 
included as special uses within the M2 District. The new definition and use classification were 
added to the code concurrent with the approval of the Fear City special use application.   
 
Discussion 
When Village staff were approached by Virtuoso Performing Arts (VPA), it was determined that 
although this type of use could fall under the definition of an Entertainment Use, the associated, 
accessory performance training/education component should be added to distinguish 
performing arts centers, which focus on performance and preparation thereof versus schools.   
When further reviewing this definition, staff determined that it was unnecessarily cumbersome.   
As such, Community and Economic Development staff in consultation with Corporation Counsel 
are proposing the following revised definition:   

Entertainment Use: A for profit establishment or use that provides live 
performances, shows, or productions which may include ancillary 
educational programs. Adult live entertainment and adult 
entertainment facilities are specifically excluded from this definition 

As with the original Entertainment Uses land use designation, the proposed amended definition 
modification complies with the original intent in the establishment of “Entertainment Uses”: 
 

 Entertainment uses are distinctive from “amusement uses” as they include some form 
of live performances, shows or productions.  This is very much in line with the principal 
use of Fear City and the current proposed performing arts center.   

 Entertainment Uses, are oriented to the public for entertainment purposes and, as such, 
usually operate during evening and weekend hours, and 

 Entertainment uses include uses typically have short-term or seasonal events, 
productions, or shows, as their primary use, but may include accessory complementary 
uses either off-season or in preparation for the events, productions or shows. 

 
In a constantly changing economy, such uses have the potential to support and complement 
the long-term viability of manufacturing/office complexes that exist within Morton Grove.  
However, because these uses can have high traffic/parking demands and/or may be geared to 
children and teens, these types of uses may not be appropriately sited near heavy industrial 
sites – as such, these uses are included only through a special use permit and may be approved 
in a case-by-case, sit specific basis.  
 
Staff notes, the current draft Morton Grove Industrial Areas Plan includes an overall vision for 
the M1 Restricted Manufacturing and M2 General Manufacturing Districts to be “…primarily used 
for manufacturing, wholesale trade and other industrial and office uses.” Staff notes that this 
plan recognizes that there may be some complementary uses permitted in the M1 and M2 
district as the language states primarily not exclusively. The special use process ensures 
scrutiny of potential entertainment use applications to ensure they complement adjacent uses, 
do not adversely impact surrounding uses, and do not distract from the overall primary purpose 
of the M1 and M2 zoning districts.  
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Staff notes the prohibition of “gambling” and “intertrack wager” from the currently proposed 
definition has been eliminated from the current definition as these do not fall into the 
parameters of the updated definition which covers “live performance, shows, and productions”.   
Further the elimination of references to alcohol was done because alcohol license are, by code, 
under the purview of the liquor commissioner.  Any modifications the liquor code to allow for 
limited liquor sales in conjunction with the entertainment uses will be forwarded directly to the 
Board of Trustees for their consideration.   
 
Recommendation  
If the Plan Commission decides to support this text amendment, Staff suggests the following 
motion:   
 
Plan Commission recommends approval of Case #PC14-14, for Text Amendments to Section 12-
17-1 of the Moron Grove Unified Development Code (Ordinance 07-07) to modify the 
Entertainment Use” as follows, eliminate the current Entertainment Uses definition and replace 
it with the following:  

Entertainment Use: A for profit establishment or use that provides live 
performances, shows, or productions which may include ancillary 
educational programs. Adult live entertainment and adult 
entertainment facilities are specifically excluded from this definition 

 
Attachments:   
- Application 

- Proposed Amendment to Section 12-17-1 of the Morton Grove Unified Development Code 

(Ordinance #07-07) 
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PC 14-14 Proposed Text Amendment   

 

Section 12-17-1 

  

Entertainment Uses: An for profit establishment or use that provides live performances, shows 

or productions which may include ancillary educational programs. entertainment and/or 

recreational activities for a fee to visitors. Any type of aAdult live entertainment and adult 

entertainment facilities are use, gambling, intertrack wagering facility, or a use which permits 

the sale of alcohol is specifically excluded from this definition.”   

 

 

 


