
Village of Morton Grove

Tree Care Guide



In 2020, Public Works planted 

203 trees 
in the public right-of-way

The 2021 50/50 Tree Planting Program offered 

residents a parkway tree at the low cost of 

$45 per tree
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Trees in Morton Grove provide 

annual carbon storage valued at 

$2.2 million 

Morton Grove has been a Tree 

City USA community for over

20 years
Morton Grove’s tree canopy provides 

$1.2 million 
annually in stormwater, air quality, 

and carbon removal benefits

Morton Grove’s canopy coverage of 

33%
is higher than Skokie’s (27%) and Niles’ (20%) 

In 2021, Public Works updated GIS mapping data for 

10,000 street trees
 

The Village maintains approximately 

11,000  trees 

on Village-owned property

Sources: Morton Grove Public Works Department, Chicago Region Trees Initiative (CRTI)
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Introduction

Morton Grove’s tree canopy is a critical part of local infrastructure and the 

community. Trees beautify Village streets, shade homes and businesses, enhance 

property values, reduce stormwater runoff and local flooding, improve air and 

water quality, provide habitat for wildlife, create buffering between land uses, 

and improve overall quality of life for residents. Morton Grove’s canopy is made 

up of all trees located within the Village’s municipal boundary, including trees on 

public streets, in public parks, in the forest preserves, and on private property. 

These trees offer a myriad of benefits and are a source of local pride. 

Tree benefits grow exponentially with maturity. To support a healthy and stable 

tree canopy, it is important to invest in young trees now while providing proper 

growing conditions and maintenance to ensure longevity. Watering, mulching, 

and pruning helps protect trees from storms, infestation, disease, and drought. 

The Village’s Department of Public Works Forestry Division maintains 

approximately 11,000 trees on public parkways, unimproved alleys, and 

municipal property. In addition to mulching and watering young trees, the 

Forestry Division prunes all trees on a six-year schedule and by resident request. 

An aggressive tree planting program works to fill gaps in the canopy while 

offsetting losses due to age, disease, infestation, and development needs. The 

National Arbor Day Foundation first designated Morton Grove a Tree City USA 

community in 2000 and the Village has been recertified every year since. 

Because much of Morton Grove’s tree canopy is on private land, property 

owners play an important role in keeping the canopy healthy. Residents are 

encouraged to contribute routine maintenance and oversight to the trees in their 

community. Active stewards of both public and private trees can help improve 

the health of the local tree canopy and maximize the benefits it provides. 

The Tree Care Guide provides an overview of Morton Grove’s tree canopy, 

describes common threats to tree health, and explains how residents can best 

care for trees on public and private property. The guide also includes important 

contact information, educational resources, and opportunities to get involved. 
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Common Trees in Morton Grove

Common 
Name

Scientific 
Name Shape Leaf Bark

Norway 
Maple

Acer 
platanoides

Silver 
Maple

 Acer 
saccharinum

Honey 
Locust

Gleditsia 
triacanthos

Swamp 
White Oak

Quercus 
bicolor

Ginkgo
Ginkgo
biloba

Kentucky 
Coffeetree

Gymnocladus 
dioicus

American 
Elm

Ulmus 
americana

Callery 
Pear

Pyrus 
calleryana

Horse 
Chestnut

Aesculus 
hippocastanum
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Trees in the Village Right-of-Way

VILLAGE OF MORTON GROVE TREE CARE GUIDE | 5

Like streets, sidewalks, and sewers, public trees are an important part of the 

Village’s infrastructure. While street and parkway trees are a living element of 

the built environment, they provide some of the same functions as traditional 

man-made infrastructure. For example: 

 � Trees reduce stormwater runoff by capturing and storing rainfall in their 

canopy and releasing water into the atmosphere. 

 � Tree roots and fallen leaves create soil conditions that promote the infiltration 

of rainwater into the soil. 

 � Trees help slow and temporarily store runoff and reduce pollutants by taking 

up nutrients and other pollutants from soils and water through their roots. 

Unlike a sewer system, a tree appreciates, rather than depreciates, in value and 

capacity over time. Public trees are green infrastructure and an essential part of 

sustaining a healthy and thriving community and environment. 

Trees in the Village right-of-way are overseen by the Morton Grove Public Works 

Department’s Forestry Division, which is led by the Village Arborist. Trees on 

street parkways and Village property are typically planted by Village staff and 

pruned by a mix of Village employees and private contractors. Parkway trees may 

also be planted by residents, business, and developers with a right-of-way permit. 

Life Cycle of A Parkway Tree
Seedling or whip is grown 

to 1-inch diameter at 

breast height

Tree is transported from 

nursery to Morton Grove

Tree is planted by 

Forestry Division staff

Young tree is 

mulched and watered 

on a regular basis

Trees are trimmed on 

a six-year schedule

Tree debris and removals 

become tree mulch

Forestry Division identifies 

planting location and 

appropriate species



Trees in the Parks & Forest Preserves
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Trees in Morton Grove’s public parks and forest 

preserves, which are owned and operated by the 

Morton Grove Park District and Forest Preserve 

District of Cook County, are also part of the local 

tree canopy. The management of trees in parks and 

preserves is somewhat different than that of public 

street trees. 

Morton Grove Park District
The Park District’s fourteen parks are designed 

to provide safe, aesthetically pleasing, and fun 

experiences for residents and visitors. Park trees 

beautify the park landscape, provide shade for park 

users, create habitat for wildlife, may commemorate 

people or events, and provide all the other ecological 

and environmental benefits trees have to offer. Trees 

are selected and planted in a manner that supports 

and complements recreational activities. Park District 

staff plants and maintains all trees in Morton Grove’s 

public parks. 

Forest Preserves of Cook County
Collectively, over 140 different kinds of trees and 

shrubs grow in the Forest Preserves of Cook County. 

The Forest Preserve District provides vast open areas 

where trees can grow in a more natural setting. In 

the forest preserves, tree maintenance takes a more 

hands-off approach. Trees are typically only trimmed 

or removed if they become hazardous to publicly used 

paths and areas. 

While forest preserve trees are not regularly trimmed 

or mulched, forest ecologists work to maintain healthy 

tree populations from generation to generation. Staff 

and volunteers actively work to restore landscapes 

to health, otherwise known as ecological restoration. 

Restoration work includes the removal of invasive 

woody growth, tree thinning in highly dense areas, and 

prescribed burning. To learn more, visit fpdcc.com. 



Planting Trees
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Where Do I Find A New Tree?
For My Private Property
There are several retailers in the Morton Grove area that sell trees to the general 

public. Plans should be discussed with the vendor to ensure location and species 

are an appropriate match. Nearby retailers include:

 � Menards | 6301 Oakton Avenue, Morton Grove | 847-966-1600

 � Home Depot | 901 Civic Center Drive, Niles | 847-967-3200

 � Home Depot | 8650 Dempster Street, Niles | 847-298-7547

 � Lurvey Garden Center | 2550 Dempster Street, Des Plaines | 847-824-7411

 � Pesche’s Flowers | 170 River Road, Des Plaines | 847-299-1300

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) 

Restore the Canopy program is currently offering free oak tree saplings. Trees 

are available for pick-up at water reclamation plants on Wednesday mornings 

from April through October. To learn more, visit mwrd.org/treesrestore-canopy. 

For My Public Park
The Morton Grove Park District offers a Tree Donation Program with a variety of 

park locations and tree species to select from. The program allows residents to 

commemorate a person or special event. The tax-deductible contribution will be 

acknowledged on a special plaque at the Prairie View Community Center. For 

more information, visit mortongroveparks.com. 

For My Public Parkway
For parkways with an open tree planting area, the Village offers adjacent property 

owners discounted trees through the annual 50/50 Tree Planting Program. A 

participating resident is able to select a tree from a list of species appropriate to the 

planting location and purchase the tree at a 50% discount. The application deadline 

typically occurs in spring. Offered on a first come, first serve basis, available 

trees tend to go quickly. Public Works Department staff plants trees purchased 

through the program. To learn more, visit mortongroveil.org/public-works.

Alternatively, a resident may apply to plant a tree in an adjacent parkway’s 

open tree planting area by submitting a Right-of-Way Permit to the Village. The 

resident will assume full responsibility for the cost and labor associated with the 

new tree. The location and species will be subject to review and approval by the 

Public Works Department. 
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Right Tree, Right Place
Growing needs vary among tree species and conditions such as soil type, 

drainage, sunlight exposure, and growing space vary between sites. Many 

considerations must be made when matching a species with the planting 

location. A proper tree planting plan takes into consideration: 

 � Temperature tolerance: What Hardiness Zone is the site located in?

 � Height and canopy spread: How much horizontal and vertical space is 

available for growing?

 � Shape: In what shape will the tree grow? A columnar tree will grow in less 

space. Round and V-Shaped species provide the most shade. 

 � Growth rate: How long will it take for your tree to reach its full height? Slow 

growing species typically live longer than fast growing species.

 � Soil: What is the type of and quality of soil present?

 � Moisture: How much moisture does the soil retain? Is the site well drained?

 � Sunlight: How much sun exposure does the site have?

 � Utilities: Would nearby utilities interfere with the tree as it grows? 

 � Fruit: Does the tree generate fruit that would be undesirable to the property 

owner or interfere with the property’s use? 

Trees may be planted on private property by the property owner or a private 

contractor. If a tree is being planted without the assistance of a trained 

professional, it is important to follow proper procedure to ensure the tree will 

survive. Because different planting techniques exist for different types of tree 

products, research is essential. Many online resources offer instructions for 

proper tree planting. Some important tips include:

 � State law requires you to notify JULIE at least 2 business days before any 

digging project, regardless of the project size or depth. This is a free service. 

You should pre-mark or outline the proposed dig area using white paint or 

flags, then contact JULIE at illinois1call.com or 1-800-892-0123. Within 2 

business days, utility companies will visit the site to mark nearby utilities. 

When planting, respect the utility marks and dig with care. 

 � Keep the roots and rootball moist and take care to avoid breakage.

 � Remove containers, wrappings, wires, and ties from the rootball.

 � Plant the tree at the appropriate height. The trunk flare should be visible from 

above the soil.

 � Remove any displaced dirt from the planting site.

 � Avoid staking young trees. Natural flexing is necessary for healthy growth.



Maintaining Trees
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Property owners are responsible for the care and maintenance of trees growing 

on private property. While the Public Works Department is responsible for 

maintaining trees growing on the public right-of-way, residents are encouraged 

to “adopt” the trees growing on public parkways in front of their homes. Giving 

trees all the support we can will lead to a stronger and healthier canopy with 

greater benefits for everyone. This section includes ways to maintain trees on 

private and public property. 

Mulching
Mulching is one of the best things you can do to encourage healthy growth, 

especially for young trees. Mulch retains soil moisture, minimizes plant 

competition, protects from damage by mowers and trimmers, improves soil 

quality, and reduces erosion. Organic mulches, such as wood chips, pine needles, 

shredded bark, and coconut hulls, are preferred to inorganic mulches, such as 

stone, lava rock, rubber, and fabrics. 

On well-drained growing sites, mulch should be applied in a layer only two 

to three inches thick. For growing sites with drainage issues, a thinner layer 

should be applied. Mulch should be kept at least three inches from the tree bark, 

forming a “doughnut” around the tree’s base. The mulch should cover as much 

of the root zone as possible, extending at least three to six feet from the tree 

base. When remulching, fluff any old mulch first to avoid hardening. 

Poor mulching techniques can threaten tree health. Piling mulch up at the base 

of a tree is referred to as “volcano” mulching. This practice keeps moisture in 

direct contact with the bark, leading to rot and making the tree susceptible 

to disease. When too thick a layer of mulch is applied, oxygen supply to the 

tree’s roots is decreased, which increases the risk of disease and promotes root 

growth into the mulch rather than the soil. 

CORRECT INCORRECT

Apply only 2-3 
inches of organic 

mulch to trees 
and keep mulch at 
least 3 inches from 

the tree bark. 
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Watering
Just like all living things, trees need a continuous supply of water to survive. 

Excessive drought can lead to tree stress and death. A tree’s most absorbent 

roots are within the top 8 to 12 inches of soil, so this area should be monitored in 

dry weather. You can check soil moisture by digging down a few inches, making 

sure not to damage tree roots. In the absence of rainfall, established trees 

should be watered once per week. Note that more trees are killed by an excess 

of water than by too little, so you should be careful to not overwater. Slow, deep, 

and less frequent watering promotes healthy roots. After watering, cover the soil 

with mulch to help retain moisture. 

Newly Planted Trees
Newly planted trees work hard to establish their root systems and will require 

more watering in the first 2 to 3 years. A newly planted tree should be watered 

immediately after planting. Watering should continue at a rate of 10 to 15 gallons 

of water once a week throughout the summer and during other dry spells. A dry 

spell is characterized as 2 to 3 weeks without significant rainfall in the summer 

or winter. For the first few months, watering should be focused on the root ball, 

which will dry out quicker than the surrounding soil. Young trees are especially 

vulnerable in heat and drought during the first few summers after planting. Pay 

extra attention to the soil moisture of young trees in hot and dry weather. 

Watering Techniques
In the absence of rainfall, established trees 

should receive 10 gallons of water for every 

inch of the tree’s diameter on a weekly 

basis. Water the soil directly beneath the 

foliage. Do not water closer than 3 feet to 

the trunk of mature trees. The best time 

to water trees at night, between 10:00 PM 

and 8:00 AM. To provide slow and deep 

watering while preventing waste, use one 

of the three following techniques: 

 � Turn a hose to low and place it near the 

base of the tree. 

 � Punch holes in the bottom of a bucket 

and refill it as needed.

 � Use a slow-release watering bag. 

Check to make sure the bag is draining 

properly. 

In the absence of rainfall, 
your established tree 

should receive 10 gallons 
of water for each inch of 
the tree’s diameter on a 

weekly basis.
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Pruning
Residents are not allowed to prune trees 

on public parkways or in parks, but they 

are welcome to prune trees on their private 

property. Pruning trees can provide room 

for growth, increase flower and fruit yield, 

promote tree health, enhance a tree’s natural 

shape and structural strength, improve safety 

conditions, and prevent serious problems from 

developing later in life. 

If a tree on public right-of-way poses a threat 

to public safety, report the issue to the Public 

Works Department at 847-470-5235 as soon 

as possible. 

When to Prune
When a tree should be pruned depends on 

the individual tree and the desired outcome. 

Light pruning and the removal of dead wood 

can be done anytime. Pruning during winter, or 

dormancy, is the most common practice and 

results in a vigorous burst of new growth in 

the spring. Pruning in the summer helps direct 

or correct tree growth by selectively slowing 

branch growth. To enhance flowering for trees 

that bloom in the spring, pruning should occur 

after their flowers fade. For trees that bloom in 

the summer, pruning should occur in the winter 

or early spring. Trees should not be pruned in 

fall due to the risk of exposing tree wounds to 

decay fungi spores.  

How to Prune
With training or the help of online resources, residents can learn to provide basic 

pruning for younger trees and those accessible from the ground. However, a 

professional arborist should be hired to prune mature trees on private property. 

For more information on pruning techniques, check out the following:

 � arborday.org/trees/tips

 � mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/tree-plant-care

 � chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo

Make safety a priority. 
When in doubt, call a 

professional. 

Pruning Tips
 � Do use sharp tools. 

 � Do not prune a newly 
planted tree for the 
first year, unless to 
remove dead or broken 
branches. 

 � Do not remove more 
than 25% of a tree’s 
canopy in one year.

 � Do not cover pruning 
cuts.

 � Do assess trees after a 
storm to see if pruning 
is needed.
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Other Ways to Help Your Tree
Do:

 � Loosen the top 2 to 3 inches of soil to prevent compaction. This helps oxygen 

and water reach the tree’s roots. 

 � Remove weeds and other plants that compete for soil nutrients and water.

 � Keep rock salt out of tree pits. Try using alternatives. If necessary, flush the 

tree with water in spring to dilute the salt buildup.

 � Place fencing around the tree pit perimeter to discourage pedestrians and 

dogs from damaging the tree and surrounding soil. Keep the guard as far as 

possible from the tree’s trunk.

 � Provide as large a planting area for the tree as possible. 

Do not:
 � Do not install raised decorative planters around trees. These smother roots 

and encourage unhealthy growth.

 � Do not raise the level of the tree’s growing area by adding soil or other material.

 � Do not plant grass close to the tree trunk. Keep flowers to a minimum. 

 � Do not “top” trees. “Topping” refers to cutting large branches from a tree’s top.

 � Do not lock bikes to trees.

 � Do not nail signs into tree trunks.

 � Do not leave holiday lights on trees past February without loosening them.

 � Do not let lawn mowers come into contact with tree bark or roots.

 � Do not let the water from pressure washers seep into tree pits. The chemicals 

in the water are damaging to trees.

Do not elevate the growing area. Do not “top” trees.

Do not hardscape around trees.
Do not leave holiday lights on 
trees without loosening them.



Tree Care Calendar
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January July

February August

March September

April October

May November

June December

Prune shade trees

Inspect for storm damage to trees

Remove heavy snow from trees

Examine trees for stress from drought

Have mature trees professionally pruned

Have infestation professionally handled

Prune fruit trees

Identify structural problems to correct

Plan for spring plantings

Start a compost

Water young trees in the absence of rain

Have mature trees professionally pruned

Remove winter protective coverings

Call a professional to repair damaged trees

Plant new trees

Continue watering until the ground freezes

Rake leaves for compost

Refresh mulch in planting areas

Water young trees in the absence of rain

Mulch planting areas

Celebrate trees on Arbor Day

Plant new trees

Apply shredded leaves to planting areas

Plant bulbs around the base of trees

Examine trees for infestation and disease

Water young trees in the absence of rain

Mulch planting areas

Apply mulch to prevent erosion

Rake leaves for compost

Request professional dormant pruning

Examine trees for infestation and disease

Water young trees in the absence of rain

Mulch planting areas

Prune deciduous trees through February

Remove deadwood from trees

Remove heavy snow from trees
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Natural Threats

A variety of insects and disease can cause trees significant stress and lead to 

death. Knowing what symptoms to look for is critical to diagnosing problems 

and taking appropriate action. If you suspect a tree growing on your private 

property is diseased or infested, contact a private tree service company. If you 

are concerned about a tree growing on public right-of-way, contact the Public 

Works Department at 847-470-5235. 

Emerald Ash Borer
Since its accidental introduction to the United States sometime in the 1990s, the 

emerald ash borer has killed nearly 50 million ash trees nationwide. The Asian 

beetle’s larvae feed on the ash tree’s inner bark or cambium layer, disrupting 

the tree’s ability to transport water and nutrients, and eventually strangling the 

tree. When the exotic insect made its way to Morton Grove, it threatened over 

1,400 ash trees growing on the Village’s right-of-way and many more on private 

property, in public parks, and in forest preserves. The Village took swift action to 

remove all ash trees on public parkways and replant the sites with new trees to 

maintain the canopy. While the ash trees were a devastating loss, the aggressive 

removal program quickly set in motion healthy new tree growth across Village 

neighborhoods. 

If you have an ash tree growing on your private property, you may want 

to consider removing the tree or treating it with an insecticide. For more 

information and to request a consultation, contact a professional arborist or 

private tree service company. 

Dutch Elm Disease
The Dutch elm fungus can be carried by the elm bark beetle, through root 

systems, or by contaminated pruning tools. To control the spread of disease, 

infected limbs must be removed. Inoculation is also available through licensed 

services. While the disease remains a threat to elms, resistant and hybrid elm 

varieties are now available. 

Other Threats
 � Gypsy moth

 � Rust

 � Apple scab

 � Oak wilt

 � Powdery mildew

 � Fire blight

 � Wetwood

 � Invasive trees

 � Deer

 � Rabbits Emerald ash borer
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Learn More

Chicago Region Trees Initiative
The Chicago Region Trees Initiative (CRTI) is a 

regional partnership committed to coordinated 

action on key issues facing trees. The initiative 

is led by organizations and agencies from 

across the seven-county Chicago metropolitan 

region. CRTI works to leverage funding, 

knowledge, skills, and expertise to build a 

healthier, more diverse regional forest. Learn 

more about CRTI’s initiatives at chicagorti.org. 

Chicago Region Tree Census 
In 2020, the Morton Arboretum partnered with Davey Resource Group and 

the Student Conservation Association to conduct its second region-wide tree 

census. The census provides valuable information about the benefits of trees, 

the challenges to maintaining a healthy tree population, and current trends to 

help stakeholders make informed decisions about how to protect and improve 

our region’s canopy. To read the executive summary and report, visit  

chicagorti.org/about-crti/background-data/2020-chicago-region-tree-census. 

Urban Tree Canopy Analysis
The University of Vermont, with the support of the USDA Forest Service, Morton 

Arboretum, and American Forests, used high-resolution imagery to quantify 

and map the regional forest and canopy in detail. The data allows stakeholders 

across the region to understand their urban canopy and make detailed goals for 

the future. You can view the municipal canopy summary for Morton Grove by 

using the interactive map available at chicagorti.org/UTC. 

i-Tree 
This innovative tool quantifies the benefits and values of trees. i-Tree can be 

used to explore how trees improve the environment, assess human and forest 

population information, aid in tree and forest management, and show potential 

risks to tree and forest health. Assess the value of your tree at itreetools.org. 

Morton Grove Trees
Stay up-to-date on local information and opportunities relating to trees by 

visiting the Village’s website at mortongroveil.org/trees. 

Other Resources
 � Arbor Day Foundation
arborday.org

 � The Morton Arboretum
mortonarb.org

 � Chicago Botanic 
Garden
chicagobotanic.org

 � Trees are Good
treesaregood.org



The mission of Friends of the Parks is to preserve, 
protect, improve and promote the use of Chicago 

parks, forest preserves and recreational areas for the 
benefit of all neighborhoods and residents. 

Friends of the park is the strongest voice for the protection, preservation, expansion 

and improvement of the City’s 8,100 parks and Cook County’s 68,000 acres of forest 

preserves. Friends of the Parks remains independent through the generosity of our 

members, donors, grants and fundraising events. 

$1,000 

$500  

$250 

$100 

$75 

$50 

$35 

$25 

I want to help preserve, protect and improve Chicago’s 

treasured parks by making a contribution of: 

Fredrick Law Olmsted Society

Benefactor

Conserver 

Patron 

Protector 

Family 

Individual / Park Advocate

Student / Senior 

Friends of the Parks
17 N State Street, Suite 1450

Chicago, Illinois 60602

Phone 312.857.2757

Fax 312.857.0656

www.fotp.org

I have enclosed my check payable 

to Friends of the Parks 

Please charge my account:

VISA    Mastercard

Account number

Expiration

Name

Address

City             State          Zip VILLAGE OF MORTON GROVE TREE CARE GUIDE | 16

Get Involved

Cook County Forest Preserve Stewardship Volunteer Program
The Forest Preserves of Cook County are seeking volunteers with time, skills, 

and enthusiasm to help make the preserves healthier. Volunteers have the 

opportunity to get outdoors regularly, exercise, meet neighbors, and become 

part of a vibrant community. The Volunteer Resources team works with 

volunteer site stewards leading ecological restoration at more than 90 sites 

across the Forest Preserves, with numerous opportunities in Morton Grove. To 

learn more about volunteer opportunities, visit fpdcc.com/volunteer/ecological-

stewardship-workdays.

Openlands’ TreeKeepers
The Treekeepers program allows tree lovers of all ages and backgrounds to 

become certified to care for, protect, and plant trees with Openlands. TreeKeepers 

can volunteer for and lead tree planting events, participate or organize pruning 

days, take part in continuing education and advocacy programs, and become 

leaders in their neighborhood advocating for trees and the environment locally. To 

learn more, visit openlands.org/what-we-do/trees/treekeepers.

The Morton Arboretum
The Morton Arboretum provides various opportunities for volunteers at its 

facilities in Lisle, Illinois. Opportunities include horticulture work, monitoring, 

natural area maintenance, research, special event staffing, and visitor services. 

To learn more, visit mortonarb.org/join-support/volunteer.

Contacts
Village of Morton Grove Public Works Department

847-470-5235 | 7840 Nagle Avenue, Morton Grove, IL 60053

Village of Morton Grove Village Hall
847-965-4100 | 6101 Capulina Avenue, Morton Grove, IL 60053

JULIE
8-1-1 or 1-800-892-0123


